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Maths Practice 

 Rapid recall of number bonds to 10, 20, 100 

 Doubles and halves of numbers to 20 and then 100 
(rapidly) 

 Telling time, measuring lengths (units), weights (g,kg)  

 
Websites that support Y4 Maths Skills 
http://education.jlab.org/smmult/index.html 
http://www.mathplayground.com/GrandSlamMath2.html 
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/maths/ 
 
Learning the Times Tables 
Learning x tables isn’t really maths; it’s memory. But knowing your tables offers a huge 
mathematical advantage. Knowing your tables means being able to rapidly recall of any 
multiplication fact from 1 to 100. There are many ways to learn them. For children who can 
already work out any table (even if slowly), a timed and randomised table square can be a 
great way to build speed and accuracy. Your child sees how long it takes to complete the 
square competing against themselves and trying to beat their own time. Times only count if 
all the answers are correct. The squares are easy to construct : just draw up a 10 x10 
square and the write the numbers from 1 to 10 randomly as row and column headings (see 
right). Don’t forget to change the order of numbers for each square you design. 

International Day Costumes 
Our annual International Day Celebration is in Term 1 next year. If you are travelling to your 
home country during the holiday you may find the opportunity to find an appropriate 
traditional costume for your child. It always seems a bit more difficult to find something 
suitable once you are back in Jeddah. Do please remember that football shirts, flags and 
military costumes are not permitted. 

Integrated Thematic Units and research next year in Year 5 
 
Here and Now, There and Then 
This is a unit that compares and contrasts the children’s ‘home’ and ‘host’ countries.  Over 
the summer, encourage your child to read the local news in your home country. They could 
collect interesting news articles about their local area. Also, encourage them to look at the 
architecture in their home country and even take some photographs that they could share 
with the rest of their class. 
Early in the first term we will be challenging the children to sort pictures into groups 
depending which countries the photos depict. Perhaps your child could start a collection of 
photos over the summer? 
We would love it if you could send a postcard to Y5 from wherever you travel to over the 
summer. In August, we can have a look at all of the countries that 
the children have visited. The school’s address is: 
 
Year 5 Teachers  
c/o BISJ 
PO Box 6453  
Jeddah 21442  
Saudi Arabia    
 
Mission to Mars 
In this unit, we will be looking at how and why humans might travel to Mars in the future. 
Over the summer,  encourage your child to read as much as they can about Mars, our Solar 
System and space exploration.  This website has a lot of fun activities and information about 
Mars:  
http://mars.nasa.gov/participate/funzone/ 
 
Myths and Legends 
Over the summer, you could read or watch some myths or 
legends with your child. Discuss the characters and plot. Are 
they similar? Are they different? Can they see any common 
themes? Encourage your child to find out if any myths or 
legends originate from your home country. 
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