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Integrated Thematic Units and research next year in Year 4 
 

Active Planet 
This unit is all about volcanoes and earthquakes.  The children will 
be learning about what tectonic plates are and how they keep 
moving.  They will be investigating and researching about 
earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis that devastate communities 
across wide areas.  If we can understand what is happening 
underground we can learn to predict and protect ourselves in the future. Discuss with your 
child what they should do if an earthquake occurred? Help your child prepare a survival kit. 
 
            How Humans Work 

This unit is a complete study of the Human Body. 
The main focus of this unit will be on the functions of the eyes, ears, 
teeth, heart, skeleton and muscles in humans and some other 
animals.  We will also be learning about the effects of exercise and 
diet on the human body. On your travels this summer if you visit any 
museums or even the doctor or a hospital, try to gather information 
that might help you to find out about how your body works and how 
to keep healthy. 

 
 
Fashion 
From the clothes that we wear to the music that we listen to, fashion is about how we want 
others to view us. In this unit, we will learn how fashion has evolved and get the chance to 
create our own fashion range by redesigning old clothes and printing t-shirts! We will also be 
looking at the materials and processes used by contemporary artists to inspire and create 
our own art exhibition. On your travels this summer, visit art museums and discuss your 
taste in art. Bring back photographs of traditional and modern dress from different countries 
and examples of music from around the world to share with the class. 
 
 
 
 

 

Inventions that saved the World 
Children will be finding out about some of the important inventions and 
machines that have changed the world we live in. They will be 
investigating how different mechanisms work, as well as designing and 
making their own moving mechanisms. Children will be researching about 
‘The Golden Age of Invention’ and ‘The History of Flight.’  They will be 
encouraged to think analytically and critically discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of some of the inventions that have made a difference in our 
lives. 
 
 
Maths Practice 

Learning x tables isn’t really maths; it’s memory. But knowing your tables offers a huge 
mathematical advantage. By the end of Y3 most children should have a firm grasp of the 2x, 
10x, 5x multiplication tables 
 
Also by the end of Y3 most students are capable of mastering a quick recall Number bonds 
to 20 
(addition and subtracting to 20 eg. 13 + 4 = 17). Additional 
practice through games is beneficial (- for example when 
traveling look at the number plates of cars around you, add the 
digits together. Who can find the highest total. 
 
Other suggested activities on the internet 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/clifford1/flash/phonics/index.htm (phonics) 
http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/picturematch/ (phonics) 
http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/construct/ (building vocabulary/spelling) 
http://www.mathszone.co.uk/ (Maths) 
http://www.funbrain.com/kidscenter.html (General) 
http://www.ixl.com/math/ (Maths) 
 
International Day Costumes  
Our annual International Day Celebration is in Term 1 next year. If you are travelling to your 
home country during the holiday you may find the opportunity to find an appropriate 
traditional costume for your child. It always seems a bit more difficult to find something 
suitable once you are back in Jeddah. Do please remember that football shirts, flags and 
military costumes are not permitted. 
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