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Introduction
According to Transparency International UK, approximately 75% of countries 

on the Corruptions Perception index had a score of 5 or below, with 0 being extremely corrupt, 
and 10 being clean. Corruption affects the medical industry, the justice system, most sectors of 
a country’s economy, and even governments.

As José Carlos Ugaz, a director at Transparency International, said in an 
interview concerning Bangladesh and its fight against corruption:

“The government or the prime minister [of Bangladesh] is missing the point 
here. We are not the enemies. The enemy is corruption. The enemy is the corrupt official and 
the corrupt company that is trying to take money from the people of Bangladesh for the 
personal gain of a few. When we are making this public and trying to support the government 
and others in producing policy, producing research, demonstrating what is happening, we 
shouldn’t been looked at as if we are in the opposition. As a matter of fact, we don’t do politics. 
We are not aligned with any party. One of our basic principles is that we must be neutral 
politically speaking. So tomorrow if the opposition becomes government, be sure they will also 
be angry with us because we will be saying the exact same things if they do not act correctly.”

Definition of Key Terms
Grand Corruption

This is the abuse of high-level power that benefits the few at the expense of the 
many, and causes serious and widespread harm to individuals and society. It often goes 
unpunished. Domestic authorities are often unable or unwilling to bring the grand corrupt to 
justice.

Petty Corruption
This refers to everyday abuse of entrusted power by low- and mid-level public 

officials in their interactions with ordinary citizens, who often are trying to access basic goods 
or services in places like hospitals, schools, police departments and other agencies.

Collusion
This is secret or illegal cooperation or conspiracy, especially in order to cheat or deceive others.

Tied Aid
This is aid, usually of financial nature, given to an individual or party under the 



condition that all or part of the aid is used to purchase goods for the person or party providing 
the aid.

Coercion
This is the act of making an individual or party comply with demands by using 

threats or force.

General Overview

Governmental Corruption and its Effects on Society
As mentioned above, corruption can affect all aspects of a nation, even its 

government. This can have a serious affect on the nation’s ability to sustain its people and itself.

A country consumed by corruption will see unemployment rates rise, as 
education inspectors are bribed into giving institution that are unfit to educate permits to do so. 
The students of these schools will not receive a proper education, and will therefore be unfit for 
the workplace. Friends and family members of employees who are in managerial positions will 
be given preference in the employment process, regardless of merit or how well suited they are 
for the job.

Incarceration rates will fall, yet crime rates will increase, because criminals can 
bribe judges and juries and get out of their sentences. The lower incarceration rate will, in turn, 
allow criminals to commit more and more crimes without experiencing any consequences.

Corruption can also lead to higher infection rates and a lower standard of life, as 
companies and publicly owned institutions will cut costs as much as possible. For example, 
hospitals will use low quality medicines, and water filtration companies will use poorer filters 
that come at a cost effective price. The citizens will be forced to buy the products and pay the 
companies, as they have no choice.

The people of a corrupt nation will have less and less faith in their government, 
as it is evident that they do not possess the power to help them in any way. The people of the 
nation will also have less regard for the law and those who enforce it.

Case Studies
Venezuela

Since 2014, Venezuela has dropped by 2 points on the Corruption Perception 
Index. Venezuela scored 17 points out of 100 in 2016. Corruption can be seen in every aspect 
of Venezuelan life. The police are known to violate human rights with their actions of police 
brutality, and overall delinquency. Between 2010 and 2014, approximately 400 tons of 
medicine has been found in warehouses across Venezuela, left to expire. These medicines could 
have been sent to hospitals across the country, where even the most basic medical supplies are



not readily available, or even not available at all. No one has been held accountable for the 
waste. In 2007 and 2008, 1 million tons of food were bought for the poor. Only 25% was 
received, and only 14% of this was distributed to the poor. There have been many calls to 
investigate this, all of which have been ignored. Most public programs started in Venezuela 
have been corrupted and used for personal profit, rather than for the benefit of the public.

Central African Republic
Scoring only 20 on the Corruption Perception Index, the Central African 

Republic is a dangerous country for businesses and people alike. While it was always corrupt, 
the government coup in 2013 has rendered it a breeding ground for violence and greed. The 
corruption is a cause of the country’s instability, and it in turn renders the country unstable. 
Non Government Organizations are extremely inefficient and often completely ineffective 
under the current state of instability the country. Their judicial system is heavily inefficient, 
with insufficient resources and poorly trained staff. Executives and high ranking officials ignore 
court orders, with no punishment. The rebel group of the Séléka sentences individuals without 
governmental permission. In the primary sector, bribes occur extremely often. Logging 
companies often send newly elected governmental officials freezers full of money to win them 
over, so that they do not get shut down for their illegal actions. Logging companies mostly go 
unchecked. If they do happen to get inspected, the individuals inspecting them are bribed by the 
companies. Many companies invite and host government officials over weekends for drinks, 
and bribe them to sign documents. 

Brazil
Brazil is notorious for their severely corrupted government. An estimated 1.38% 

to 2.3% of the nation’s total GDP is lost to corruption, which equates to $32 billion to $53.1 
billion. With the impeachment of President Dilma in 2015-2016 being the focus of world news 
for some time, it has become evident that in order to make Brazil prosperous, they must first 
become a more transparent government. Federal budgets are manipulated, the tax 
administration is corrupt, as well as the primary sector and many more. The Clean Companies 
Act forbids bid rigging, among other corrupt actions in businesses, and punishes corrupt 
companies. It is one of the strictest anti corruption laws in Brazil. However, it is extremely 
inconsistent. There have been calls from multiple organizations, as well as the people of Brazil, 
for the corrupt officials in the government to step down form office. There has even been 
leaked footage of the minister for transparency of Brazil showing how to avoid investigation.

Russia
Although petty corruption is the most common form of corruption in Russia, it is 

still severely affected by all of its forms. Most companies are corrupt because they do not trust 
the police or the law to protect them against other corrupt companies. Corruption is considered 
to be the largest obstacle to doing business in Russia. The judicial system in heavily flawed, as 
judges are influenced by politicians, members of the military, and executive board members of 
companies. Laws in Russia are changed frequently, which can inhibit the courts’ ability to come



to an effective and fair ruling. Public procurement in Russia is manipulated and biased, as 
companies are chosen based on their relationships with government officials. Corruption in tax 
administrations has improved, as most tax filings are done online. This lowers the risk of 
companies bribing the tax administration as there are no physical encounters. 

Cuba
Corruption is extremely common in Cuba. Since 80% of the economy is owned 

by the state, governmental corruption would have a far more severe impact on the country as a 
whole. The average monthly income in Cuba in 2015 was a mere $25. Compared to one of the 
most transparent countries in the world, Denmark, with an average net income of $40,000 
monthly, this is staggeringly low. Government officials often use their power to make more 
money for themselves and others. Civilians are willing to do almost anything to make extra 
money outside of their jobs. Cuba also censors the media, so any demands for corruption to be 
abolished and corrupt officials to be dismissed can easily be censored and stopped by the 
officials.

Canada
Canada is 9th on the Corruptions Perceptions Index, the only country in the 

Americas in the top 10. With a score of 82 this year, it has been praised for its transparency and 
efforts to maintain it and improve it. However, Canada has been losing points due to the 
corruption occurring in the eastern Province of Quebec. Most corruption is found in the 
construction sector and public procurement.

Possible Solutions
Humanity will most likely never rid itself completely of corruption, because 

there will always be those who believe that their personal need is greater than that of their 
fellow citizens. However, there are ways for a nation to lower its corruption rate. One strategy 
is increasing transparency and starting to work in close collaboration with Nongovernmental 
Organizations such as Transparency International. Nations might want to pay higher wages to 
their civil servants in order to lower the temptation of corruption. These preventive measures 
should be followed up with a series of laws and regulations for the prosecution of corrupt 
officials and organizations. Nations should follow the guidelines set in the United Nations 
Convention against Corruption to further their understanding and improve existing laws and 
seek to prevent and analytically examine the rise of corruption in post conflict areas.

Conclusively, there are four main aspects that Member States should consider 
when countering corruption. Firstly, governments should seek to prevent corruption from taking 
place. Corruption must not only be countered within the government but also the private sector. 
Prevention policies and support for anticorruption organizations with additional transparency is 
highly advisable. To prevent grand corruption, the financial aspect of political parties and 
election campaigns must become more transparent Secondly, corruption must be criminalized. 
If there are not already laws enforcing this, governments should focus on creating such laws



immediately. Corruption takes many shapes and forms, hence it is so destructive to the public 
and its people. Every single form of corruption should be criminalized. Thirdly, the multilateral 
cooperation in this matter must be improved, due to the fact that corruption often expands 
internationally. Investigation into cases of corruption and prosecution of some offenders require 
this international cooperation. Finally, asset recovery must be tackled to repossess the losses of 
one nation. Many developing countries suffer severely under corruption and grand corruption is 
an everyday matter. Nations need to band together to overcome the obstacle of corruption to 
achieve their socioeconomic goals.
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