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Introduction
In this day and age, there are very few crises that are solely national, therefore 

there has been a considerable amount of countries that face issues due to conflicts in 
neighboring nations and it is predicted that if these internal and external conflicts aren’t 
resolved soon, it will cause even more violence as well as instability in the region. This will 
result in the drainage of a region’s resources, which could be a huge issue for certain areas 
whose resources are already limited. Spillover of crisis often starts with the forced migration of 
refugees, fleeing towards safer places. 

An example of the spillover of war crisis into neighboring countries is the Syrian 
civil war spilling over into bordering countries such as Iraq, Lebanon, Turkey and Jordan, as 
well as come more distant spillover locations such as some North African Countries (Egypt and 
Libya).

Definition of Key Terms
Spillover of Crisis

This is when a country’s conflicts either within itself or with another country, for 
example civil war, spreads into neighboring or bordering countries, and usually creates some 
form of conflict there in turn, a possible example being displaced refugees.

Internal Conflict
Dispute and affairs between two opposing forces within one country or nation, 

often resulting in a civil war.

Refugee
Also known as “displaced person”, is someone who has been forced to vacate or 

leave their country as a means of escaping some form of conflict such as war, as well as 
persecution or even the effects of a natural disaster.

Secession
Secession or secessionism is the departure or exit of a group from a larger 

establishment, particularly a political establishment such as a nation, or any other type of 
organization, such as NATO, or military union.



Radicalization
This is the process or activity of causing someone, or a group of people to take 

on and assume very drastic and serious social, political and/or religious views which undercut 
new ideas as well as the freedom of choice.

General Overview

Spillover of Crisis and its Consequences
As briefly mentioned in the introduction, one of the main reasons for the start of 

spillover of crisis are the refugees seeking safety in mainly neighboring countries, but if a large 
number of refugees emigrates to an already economically limited country, it can create further 
burdens.

Spillover of conflict can also cause secessionism, resulting in countries 
separating, usually followed by more countries expressing wishes to follow suit, as well as 
more conflict and crisis. Secessionism can sometimes be the actual cause of the crisis in a 
country. Another effect of the spillover of crisis is radical behaviour manifesting itself in 
neighbouring countries, leading to severe actions in their own nations. 

Countries Involved

Syria
The issues in Syria first arose after the 2011 Arab Spring Protests, and drastically 

amounted to armed conflict after President Bashar al-Assad’s aggressive silencing of protesters. 
Syria’s conflict has been ongoing for 5 years now, and its spillover of crisis, sometimes referred 
to as “Arab Winter”, has affected many countries, most of which are bordering, but some which 
are at a greater distance away as well, such as a few North African Countries. This conflict has 
aggravated already existing tensions in these countries, causing violence to be spilled over the 
borders. Lebanon is amongst the countries that were most affected by this, as the militant group 
Hezbollah strongly supports President Assad’s regime. Former allies, such as Turkey, instead 
turned on President Assad, Turkey, along with many other countries, faces new problems as 
many refugees flood across their borders, seeking safety.

Iraq
The Iraqi conflict started off as an insurgency in 2014, but it soon grew into 

armed conflict and civil war as a result of the militant group Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant’s conquest of Mosul and Fallujah, after which the Prime Minister, Nouri al-Maliki was 
forced to resign. This led to air strikes from the US, Iran, Syria and a dozen other countries. 
Iraq faces even more instability as a result of the conflict in Syria spilling over its borders. The 
current uncontrolled flow of refugees could potentially worsen Iraq's situation. The Iran 
government had close ties with the Prime Minister of Iraq and they showed their support for the 
Iraqi government in this conflict.



Colombia
Colombia’s many sided conflicts involving drugs have not been contained within 

the country itself, resulting in the spillover of crisis to neighboring countries including 
Venezuela, Peru, Ecuador, Panama and Brazil, and also some more distant countries such as 
Bolivia, Paraguay and the Caribbean States. Venezuela, Ecuador and Brazil in particular have 
raised their concerns and worries involving Colombia’s conflict’s effect on their communities, 
including refugees flooding in, trafficking and trading narcotics, kidnappings and also clashes 
with law enforcement and military. In Colombia, there has been a blur between criminality and 
political violence, which has increased and worsened over time with the increase of drug 
trafficking. 

Timeline Of Events
Timeline of the events, not all related to each other, but all of which have either 

resulted in or were the result of spillover of crisis. The events involve the aforementioned three 
countries (Syria, Iraq and Colombia), and the neighboring nations which they affected

1947 - 1958 “La Violencia”, time of civil conflict (200,000 casualties

July 2000 Latin America's Roman Catholic bishops meet in Bogota, capital 
of Colombia, and Ecuador, Venezuela and Brazil voice their 
concerns with the conflict in Colombia

10th July 2000 Bashar al-Assad is elected President of Syria

30th December 2006 Saddam Hussein is killed

Early 2002 US Army War College and the North-South center organize a 
conference to discuss Columbia as an “exporter of insecurity

15th March 2011 Syrian Civil war starts

June 2012 Baabda Declaration issued in order to keep Lebanon neutral from 
regional conflicts

2012 August Riad Hijab, Prime Minister of Syria, defects.

January 2014 Iraqi Civil War starts



Possible Solutions
As spillover of crisis has become an increased risk in recent times, and is bound 

to have an alarming effect of a country’s safety and economy, a possible solution would be to 
urge or encourage for more international support to countries facing issues of crisis, or even 
helping countries overwhelmed by the amount of refugees as a result of crisis.

Reaching a political solution would be encouraged as any more invasions could 
exacerbate the current state of crisis or it could even increase the spillover of crisis to more 
neighboring countries. In 2013, Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon expressed his deep concern at 
the situation, and urged the countries involved. "All in the region should act responsibly and 
work towards lowering rhetoric and calming tensions in the region" as his spokesperson said in 
a statement. 

The Baabda Declaration calls for Lebanon to be neutral in all tensions, conflicts 
and crises in the region, and abiding by it would largely help preserve the nation's security, and 
ultimately keep the country safe from conflict. A possible creation of similar declarations for 
other countries should be considered as it would minimize threats to the population, as well as 
the drainage of resources.
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