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Introduction
All attempts in the last six decades to solve this ongoing conflict between the 

State of Israel and the Palestinian people have proved counterproductive and futile as a parties’ 
don’t want to come to an agreement. The main issue is the amount of Israeli settlements in what 
is considered to be Palestinian Territory. They have been declared illegal by international law 
and make it hard to arrive at a solution. The government of Israel supports the settlements 
legally and financially with the purpose of enhancing Israel’s security, but they also cause 
fragmentation of the Palestinian territory and as a result, are precluding the creation of an 
independent state of Palestine and cause tensions between the two parties. Currently, there are 
121 government authorized settlements and 102 “illegal” ones (outpost) in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, which are defined as those beyond the 1949 Green Line, and are 
comprised of the majority of the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem. Though the 
settlements merely constitute 3% of the West Bank, the intricate system of settler roads and 
restrictions of Palestinians to their land gives Israel control of 40% of the West Bank. In 2004, 
the International Court of Justice declared that the settlements were a clear breach of 
international law as an advisory opinion, not only due to legal aspects, but also to human rights 
violations in such territories. Nevertheless, Israel continues to foment settlement activity and 
hasn’t ceased supporting the practice through infrastructure and economical aid.

Definition of Key Terms 
Palestine National Authority (PNA)

The interim self-governing body established in 1994 to hold jurisdiction over the 
Palestinian peoples in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank according to the Oslo Accords. This 
body is the one recognized in the United Nations to represent Palestine as an Observer member 
state. 

Hama
An organization with military and political wings born during the 1980’s, whose 

main objective is to liberate the Palestinian people of “Zionist” occupation and to establish an 
Arab state in the place of Israel. They govern the Gaza Strip since 2007 and are considered by 
many states as a terrorist organization.

Right to Self-Determination
Self-government. Defined by the General Assembly with regards to the 

Palestinian people as “the right to self-determination without external interference; the right to 
national independence and sovereignty; and the right of Palestinians to return to their homes



and property from which they had been displaced and uprooted” -- General Assembly 
resolution 3236 (XXIX)

Overview
The core of the conflict between the States of Palestine and Israel is constant 

development of new settlements by the State of Israel in Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) 
in the effort to fragment the Palestinian State. Despite numerous Security Council Resolutions, 
Israel continues to erect settlements in The West Bank, the Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem. The 
settlements are illegal by international law and violate the 4th Geneva Convention relative to 
the Protection of Civilian persons in Times of War. Regardless of this and using numerous 
justifications that call upon the right of the Israelis to settle in Palestinian Territory, settlement 
growth continues.

1948 – 1968 
In May 1948 the State of Israel declared its independence. From this declaration 

to the Six Day War, there is no settling taking place due to Israel being at constant conflict with 
its neighboring Arab States. In 1967, the Six Day War marks what have come to be called the 
1967 borders. Israel illegally builds on considerable portions of Gaza, the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem. This same year, Israel’s Defense Minister and chair of the Ministerial Committee on 
Settlements presents a plan to give Israel security borders. Furthermore, Military Order No.59 
Regarding Government Property is adopted in Israel, labeling State Land any land belonging to 
states enemies to the state of Israel, and granting the Commander of the Israeli Defense Forces 
the power to take possession of any such lands and use them to his judgment. On September of 
1967, the first Israeli settlement in OPT is established. 

In November, The UN Security Council adopts Resolution 242 calling upon 
Israel to withdraw the settlements, but the resolution is ignored by Israel. During 1968 more 
settlements continue to appear. Palestinian lands are seized by force, and the Palestinians are 
evicted to place housing residencies in their place. 

1974 – 1979 
In 1974, Israel’s Prime Minister of the time confirms the existence of a 

settlement policy and that implementing such policy, meaning establishing new settlements is 
entirely the government’s decision. By 1977 there is 31 settlements in the West Bank and the 
population reaches 4,500 settlers. By the time, there is 50,000 Israelis residing in East 
Jerusalem. During the same year, the Drobbles plan is put to action, it determines that no part of 
Israel or the West Bank is to be governed by a foreign power, but should all be under the 
jurisdiction of the State of Israel. The Drobbles Plan fails as instead of settling in rural 
unpopulated Arab areas, they’re made in large urban areas.



By 1979, there is already 43 settlements in the West Bank and a settler population of 10,000 
strong, causing the Security Council to enact Resolution 446, establishing that Israel’s 
occupation of Palestinian Territory constitutes a violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention and 
that:” the policy and practices of Israel in establishing settlements in the Palestinian and other 
Arab territories occupied since 1967 have no legal validity.

1980 – 1984
In 1980, yet another UN Security Council Resolution is passed (465) stating: “ 

that all measures taken by Israel to change the physical character, demographic composition, 
institutional structure or status of the Palestinian and other Arab territories occupied since 1967, 
including Jerusalem, or any part thereof, have no legal validity and that Israel's policy and 
practices of settling parts of its population and new immigrants in those territories constitute a 
flagrant violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention (…) and a serious obstruction to achieving 
a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East” Furthermore, that same year the 
Israelis used the Ottoman Land Law of 1858 to expropriate more land from the Palestinian 
peoples. 

In 1981, the government endorses a plan, the Sharon Plan (presented by Minister 
of Defense, Ariel Sharon) that considers all areas vital to Israel’s security and that therefore 
must be annexed. The plan is not yet taken to action but will serve as a future reference for 
security oriented settlements. In 1982, the government continues to rule out any potential peace 
plans that could involve land being taken away from the State of Israel. The Prime Minister in 
1984, Isaac Shamir presents his plan according to The A Hundred Thousand Plan contrived by 
the Ministry of Agriculture for settlements up to 2010 and emphasizes there would be no 
change in the sovereignty held in the West bank. 

1988-1992 
During this period of time, the amount of Israeli settlements increases by 60%, 

following the Hundred Thousand Plan. The Israeli government continues to be transparent in its 
desire to continue building settlements and ensuring the development of them through 
infrastructure and control. By the end of this period, major seizure of Palestinian territory has 
been carried out and the settlements count up to 120 inhabited by 100,500 settlers. 

1993- Present 
The Oslo Accord of 1993 are signed under the leadership of Isaac Rabin, but 

they leave permanent issues such as the question of the settlements to future agreement. In 
1995, the Oslo II Accords are signed, they allow the Palestinians to hold a democratic election 
and divide the West Bank and the Gaza Strip into three different areas, Area A under full 
Palestinian control, Area B under Palestinian control, but with joint Palestinian-Israeli security 
control and Area C with full Israeli control. From 1996 to 2001 all Prime Ministers express the 
intention of developing the existing and creating new Israeli settlements in the Palestinian



territory for the sake of Israel’s security. In 2004, The International Court of Justice publishes 
the Advisory Opinion on the Legal Consequences of the Construction of the Wall in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, which declares that Israeli settlements in the lands acquired in 
the 1967 war are a breach of the International Law and the 4th Geneva Convention. In 2005, 
Ariel Sharon’s government unilaterally carries out the “Disengagement Plan” and 9,480 Jewish 
settlers are evacuated from 21 settlements in the Gaza Strip and the Northern West Bank. 
During all this time, the amount of settlements not authorized by the Israeli government 
(outposts) continues to grow. 

In 2012, the General Assembly votes for Palestine to hold an observer status as a 
non-member state in the UN, and Prime Minister Netanyahu authorizes the building to 30,000 
new housing units in East Jerusalem and the West Bank. 2013 is marked by rapid growth of 
settlements and continued financial support of the government towards the development of the 
Israeli settlements. Israel continues to claim that Palestine is guilty of incitement and of 
supporting terrorist action against Israel. The end of 2013 and the beginning of 2014 were 
marked by the official approval of the Israeli government for 1,400 new settler homes in East 
Jerusalem and 261 the West bank. Further, the number of Israeli demolition of Palestinian 
building has reach a 5-year high. On the other hand, peace talks with the USA as a mediator 
also resumed in January, with the Secretary of State, John Kerry, attempting to broker a deal.

Past Resolutions and Treaties
UN Partition Plan of 1947:

Divided the land between a Palestinian and a Jewish State, with Palestine getting 
the totality of the West Bank, and the Gaza Strip through its resolution 181 (A/RES/181). 
Jerusalem was made international territory under UN jurisdiction. The border described in this 
plan, known as the 1947 borders, have not been followed by Israel, and are mostly disregarded 
as an option for peace agreements. Following this, Israel declared itself an independent state, 
while Palestine did not.

Security Council Resolution 242: 
(S/RES/242) Failed due to lack of compliance from Israel’s part and the 

ambiguity of the resolution itself.

Security Council Resolution 446: 
(S/RES/446) 1979, Called for an immediate cessation of all action that could 

change the legal or demographic status of the Arab lands acquired in 1967, determined the 
illegal nature of Israel’s settlements in the Occupied Palestinian territories, asked Israel to abide 
by the 4th Geneva convention. Wasn’t recognized by Israel, as they didn’t deem their 
settlements illegal or applicable to the 4th Geneva Convention.



Oslo Accords (A/48/486) 
The Oslo Accords, signed in 1993, establish the guidelines for the creation of a 

interim, democratically elected self-governing body for the State of Palestine. It set up a 
transitional period of five years in which permanent status issues were to be determined 
between the State of Israel and the Council elected by the Palestinian peoples. It failed as both 
parties refused to come to an agreement. Despite the fact that the elected Council was meant to 
be transitional and last for a period of five years, the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) 
remains present to this day. The negotiations were meant to have started in 1996, and yet they 
only got underway in 2000. Even then, the only agreements that were arrived to was the interim 
withdrawal of Israel from 40% of the West Bank settlements and 65% of the Gaza Strip 
settlements, leaving the PNA with partial control over such territories. Further, Israeli forces 
controlled entrance/exit, and the territories given to the Palestinian peoples were surrounded by 
Israeli territory.

Possible Solutions
Firstly, Israel should put a complete freeze on all settlement activity including 

the infrastructural and financial support for the development of the settlements. They’d also 
need to begin taking legal action against the settlements known as ‘outposts’, that are illegal. 
Also, Palestine needs to once again ensure that violence or any form of incitement is not 
resorted to. If any terms are violated, sanctions should be put on the perpetrating party.

Next, the US mediated peace talks have to address the topic of land swaps 
considering the economic, social and geographical necessities of each party. Furthermore, they 
would need to establish an official border for the Israeli state and the Palestinian State.

During this, Israel needs to begin withdrawing the settlements beyond the Green 
Line by offering settlers support and incentives to move back into Israel. A final deadline would 
have to be decided by both parties for the full evacuation of all the settlements, or for them to 
become official Palestinian citizens. 

It’s also important for the UN and the international Community to recognize 
Palestine as an official member state so it can have equal status to Israel and be able to rebuild 
their infrastructure as a state.

Lastly, international pressure in the form of economic sanctions is needed to 
form a solution when diplomatic efforts fail. 
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