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Globalization has had great impact on how people around the world live. It has 
had economic, social, cultural, political and environmental and environmental impacts, both 
positive and negative ones. Globalization has increased the sharing of technology and 
information while improving cultural understanding and enhancing channels of development. 
However, globalization has also given rise to areas of concern about the impacts it is having, 
such as the impact that it has had on the environment. The United Nations Poverty and 
Development Division, defines globalization as; “an increasing interaction across national 
boundaries that affects many aspects of life: economic, social, cultural and political”. 
Globalization was brought about by industrialization, which can be defined as

The Millennium Declaration 
The United Nations Millennium Declaration embodied an international appeal 

for globalization to become a positive force for all, based on principles of solidarity, equality, 
dignity and respect for nature. Based on this consensus Millennium Development 
Goals(MDGs) were developed to encourage international efforts in eradicating poverty and 
promoting development as global priorities.

Inclusive and Sustainable Industrial Development 
ISID has three elements: long-term (or sustained) industrialization as a driver for 

development; socially inclusive development offering equal opportunities and an equitable 
distribution of benefits; and environmental sustainability, which focuses on decoupling the 
prosperity generated by industrial activities from excessive natural resource use and negative 
environmental impacts. (UNIDO 2015d) 

Globalization can have both direct and indirect effects on the environment. One 
major effect of globalization on the environment can be seen in the increase in global warming 
which scientists on the intergovernmental panel for climate change believe is due to an increase 
in carbon dioxide emissions arising from human activity.
- Improving the environmental sustainability of industry may sometimes require adopting 

production technologies that are not economically viable, although the profitability of these 
technologies is increasing over time

- High-tech industries produce an environmental bonus because they are less polluting than 
other industries

- The recycling industry exhibits the win-win- win properties of sustaining growth, generating 
employment and equity and being environmentally friendly—but the trade-offs are 
considerable in combining these aims



Additional environment-friendly technologies, whose introduction is not fully 
justified by uneconomic rationale, must be adopted—such as pollution abatement technologies, 
carbon capture and storage systems, and more costly but more environment-friendly inputs, 
such as renewable energy UNIDO’s Industrial Development Report 2011 shows that countries 
with the highest GDP per capita are those with the lowest energy intensity (as an emissions-to-
GDP ratio). Technological change for environmental sustainability operates mainly through two 
channels which are the production process and the production structure and which involve 
environmental, economic and social trade-offs.

Introduction
Due to globalization and industrialization, various chemicals have been thrown 

into the soil which have resulted into the growth of many noxious weeds and plants. This toxic 
waste has caused a lot of damage to plants by interfering in their genetic makeup. It has put 
pressure on the available land resources. In various parts of the world, mountains are being cut 
to make way for a passing tunnel or a highway. Vast barren lands have been encroached upon to 
pave way for new buildings. While humans may rejoice on the glimmer with these innovations, 
these can have long-term effects on the environment. Various studies over the years, have found 
that plastic is one of the major toxic pollutants, as it is a non-biodegradable product. However, 
plastic is of immense use when it comes to packaging and preserving goods that are to be 
exported. This has led to increased use of plastic, causing widespread environmental pollution.

It has made so many changes in our lives that reversing it is not possible at all. 
The solution lies in developing effective mechanisms that can check the extent to which it can 
impact the environment. Researchers are of the view that the answer to this problem lies in the 
problem itself, that is, globalization itself can lend support to building a better structure which 
is economically feasible and environment-friendly. Globalization is about competition, and if 
certain privately owned companies can take the lead in being environment friendly, then itwill
encourage others to follow suit.

What is Globalization?
Globalization is the process by which all peoples and communities come to 

experience an increasingly common economic, social and cultural environment. By definition, 
the process affects everybody throughout the world.

How is Globalization Affecting the Environment Negatively?

Environmental Costs of Globalization
The principal environmental costs of global free trade are well known. They 

include water, air and soil pollution, exhaustion of non-renewable and slowly renewable 
resources and global climatic change-all caused by globalization-related increases in industrial 
activity, production agriculture and the fossil fuel energy used in the free trade-related transport 
of raw and finished materials, and by the overriding of local and national protective laws and



customs. Regulating the environmental side effects of globalization is another matter.

Air, water and soil pollution have increased markedly as global trade has in-
creased. For example, in Taiwan, exports have soared as a result of global trade: forests have 
been cleared for industrial development and tree farms, soil and water have been polluted by 
pesticides and fertilizer, and 90,000 factories dump their wastes into air and waterways (Bello 
and Rosenfeld 1990). Goldsmith (1996) notes that, &#39;The incidence of asthma [in Taiwan] 
has quadrupled since 1985, and cancer has now become the leading cause of death . . . its 
incidence having doubled since 1965.

Loss of Biodiversity
Agriculture: The impacts of globalization are being experienced not only by 

domesticated varieties but by wild relatives of food plants. The wild relatives of cereals, vege-
tables, fruits, nuts and other crops constitute a critical resource for genes affecting disease 
resistance, pest resistance, yield, vigor, environmental adaptations, high starch content, soluble 
solids, vitamins, cytoplasmic male sterility, petaloid male sterility and harvest and transport 
adaptations. Many of these wild relatives are highly endemic, and their ranges are decreasing 
sharply because of development, overgrazing, increased herbicide use, logging and conversion 
of marginal lands to production and export agriculture-all of them related at least in part to 
globalization. There was a 30% drop in enrollment in rural schools . . . a dramatic decline in the 
protein consumption in rural Haiti, a devastating decapitalization of the peasant economy and 
an incalculable negative impact on Haiti&#39;s soil and agricultural productivity. The Haitian 
peasantry has not recovered to this day . . . . For many peasants the extermination of the Creole 
pigs was their first experience of globalization.

Wild species: It is impossible to determine the particular contribution of 
globalization to the current extinction rate, or even to separate globalization from other, 
interrelated factors such as human population growth. Nevertheless, it is evident that 
globalization is making a profound contribution to the great reduction in biodiversity that is 
now taking place . The negative impact of globalization on wild species is caused by the 
following factors:

- Increased development and exploitation of populations and natural areas to 
satisfy new demands of production and trade, including increased logging, 
land clearing for production agriculture, overfishing of marine fisheries, road-
building ), mining and dam construction

- Secondary effects of pollution from production agriculture, fish farming , 
vehicles burning fossil fuel, added electricity generation, nuclear wastes and 
other sources

- Tertiary effects of climatic change from excess carbon dioxide, methane, 
fluorocarbons and other chemicals

- adverse effects of ecotourism on wild flora and fauna



- adverse effects of ecotourism on wild flora and fauna
- The impact of the soaring numbers of exotic species, carried by the 

tremendous plane, ship, rail and truck traffic of global trade, on local flora 
and fauna. Even a trade-related, intensive production system such as 
aquaculture, which might appear to relieve pressure on wild species, may 
have the opposite effect

The direct and indirect effects of globalization on the environment are less 
pronounced than many think, but that does not mean that globalization can be ignored in the 
search for solutions to real environmental problems. The attention to distance sensitivity that is 
crucial to properly understanding levels and patterns of globalization provides a useful guide as 
to how to scope environmental solutions. For distance-sensitive pollutants that stay more or less 
within borders, local solutions are appropriate. But for pollutants that span regions, cross-
border cooperation can be crucial for any attempts at a cleanup.
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