
Forum: Disarmament Committee
Issue: International arrangements to prevent first strike nuclear use
Expert Chair: Jed El Ghali

Introduction
Nuclear weapons are the most dangerous types of weapons found in our modern 

day. They are very destructive that they are not even used on a daily basis in modern day 
warfare. One can destroy a whole city, potentially killing millions, and jeopardizing the natural 
environment and lives of future generations through its long-term catastrophic effects. The 
dangers from such weapons arise from their very existence.

Nuclear weapons have become a must for the well being of various countries due to the 
increase in international unrest and the lack of trust between nations. Nuclear weapons have 
only been used twice in warfare—in the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945.These 
occurred when the United States of America dropped nuclear warheads on the Japanese cities 
of Hiroshima and Nagaski on August 6 and 9, 1945, during the final stage of World War II. The 
United States had dropped the bombs with the consent of the United Kingdom as outlined in the 
“Quebec Agreement”. The two bombings, which killed at least 129,000 people, remain the only 
use of nuclear weapons for warfare in history. This catastrophe was so large, that scientists 
invented the doomsday clock in order to predict the extinction of humans due to nuclear or 
existential catastrophe.

However, there still remain about 14,900 nuclear warheads in our world today and there have 
been over 2,000 nuclear tests conducted to date. Disarmament is the best protection against 
such dangers, but achieving this goal has been a tremendously difficult challenge.

Definition of Key Terms

Nuclear warheads: A nuclear weapon is an explosive device that derives its destructive force 
from nuclear reactions, using either fission or a combination of fission and fusion. Both these 
reactions release vast amounts of energy from small amounts of matter resulting in in large 
nuclear explosions and destruction.

Quebec agreement: The Quebec Agreement is an Anglo-American document outlining the 
terms of coordinated development of the basic science and advanced engineering developments 
as related to nuclear energy; and, specifically weapons that employ nuclear energy. The joint 
agreement was between the United Kingdom and the United States, and signed by Winston 
Churchill and Franklin Delano Roosevelt on August 19, 1943, two years before the end of 
World War II, in Quebec City, Quebec, Canada.



Hiroshima: Hiroshima is a modern day city located in Japan’s Honshu Island. However the 
city was largely destroyed by an atomic bomb during the Second World War.

Nagasaki: Nagasaki is a modern day Japanese city located on the northwest coast of the 
island of Kyushu in Japan. However the city suffered an Allied nuclear attack during the 
Second World War.

Doomsday Clock: The Doomsday Clock is a symbol, which represents the likelihood of a 
global catastrophe. Maintained since 1947 by the members of The Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists’ Science and Security Board, the Clock, which hangs on a wall in The Bulletin's 
office in the University of Chicago, represents an analogy for the threat of global nuclear war. 
Since 2007, it has also reflected climate change and new developments in the life sciences and 
technology that could inflict irrevocable harm to humanity.

Nuclear Test: Nuclear weapons tests are experiments carried out to determine the 
effectiveness, yield, and explosive capability of nuclear weapons. Testing nuclear weapons can 
yield information about how the weapons work, as well as how the weapons behave under 
various conditions and how personnel, structures, and equipment behave when subjected to 
nuclear explosions. Nuclear testing has often been used as an indicator of scientific and military 
strength, as well as political indicators to show other countries that the state has nuclear 
weapons at disposal.

Main Countries Affected

United Kingdom: The United Kingdom was the third country to test an independently 
developed nuclear weapon, in October 1952. It is one of the five nuclear-weapon states under 
NPT and a permanent member of the UN Security Council. Since the 1958 US–UK Mutual 
Defense Agreement, the United States and the United Kingdom have cooperated extensively on 
nuclear security matters. The special relationship between the two countries has involved the 
exchange of classified scientific data and materials such as plutonium.

The UK retains a stockpile of 215 thermonuclear warheads, of which 120 are operational as of 
2016, but has refused to declare the exact size of its arsenal.
United States: The United States was the first country to manufacture nuclear weapons, with 
help from the United Kingdom, Canada and Australia, and is the only country to have used 
them in combat, with the separate bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in World War II. 
Before and during the Cold War, it conducted over a thousand nuclear tests and tested many 
long-range nuclear weapons delivery systems.
Between 1940 and 1996, the U.S. government spent at least $8.89 trillion in present-day terms
on nuclear weapons, including platforms development (aircraft, rockets and facilities), 
command and control, maintenance, waste management and administrative costs. It is 
estimated that, since 1945, the United States produced more than 70,000 nuclear warheads, 



which is more than all other nuclear weapon states combined.

Israel: Israel is widely believed to possess nuclear weapons and to be the sixth country 
in the world to have developed them, allegedly having built its first nuclear weapon in 
December 1966 with the help of France. It is one of four nuclear-armed countries not 
recognized as a Nuclear Weapons State by the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), the 
others being India, Pakistan and North Korea. Israel maintains a policy known as "nuclear 
ambiguity" (also known as "nuclear opacity"). Israel has never officially denied nor admitted to 
having nuclear weapons, instead repeating over the years that it would not be the first country 
to "introduce" nuclear weapons to the Middle East.

Russia: The Soviet Union had a peak stockpile of 45,000 nuclear warheads in 1988. It is 
estimated that from 1949 to 1991 the Soviet Union produced approximately 55,000 nuclear 
warheads. In addition to nuclear weapons, Russia declared an arsenal of 39,967 tons of 
chemical weapons in 1997, of which 57% have been destroyed. It is estimated that today Russia 
possesses 7,300 total nuclear warheads, of which 1,790 are strategically operational.

China: The People's Republic of China has developed and possesses weapons of mass 
destruction, including chemical and nuclear weapons. The first of China's nuclear weapons tests 
took place in 1964, and its first hydrogen bomb test occurred in 1967. Tests continued until 
1996, when China signed the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). China has acceded to 
the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BWC) in 1984 and ratified the Chemical 
Weapons Convention (CWC) in 1997.

The number of nuclear warheads in China's arsenal is a state secret. There are 
varying estimates of the size of China's arsenal. It is estimated that China has an arsenal of 
about 260 total warheads as of 2015, which would make it the second smallest nuclear arsenal 
amongst the five nuclear weapon states acknowledged by the Treaty on the Nonproliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons.

North Korea: In 2009 North Korea declared that it had developed a nuclear weapon, and 
possessed a small stockpile of relatively simple nuclear weapons. Since 2003, North Korea is 
no longer a party to the Treaty on the Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons.

Past Solution Attempts
The United Nations has sought to eliminate nuclear weapons ever since its 

establishment. The first resolution adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1946 established a 
Commission to deal with problems related to the discovery of atomic energy among others. The 
Commission was to make proposals for, inter alia, the control of atomic energy to the extent 
necessary to ensure its use only for peaceful purposes. The resolution also decided that the 
Commission should make proposals for “the elimination from national armaments of atomic 
weapons and of all other major weapons adaptable to mass destruction.”



A number of multilateral treaties have since been established with the aim of 
preventing nuclear proliferation and testing, while promoting progress in nuclear disarmament. 
These include the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), the Treaty 
Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests In The Atmosphere, In Outer Space And Under Water, also 
known as the Partial Test Ban Treaty (PTBT), and the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 
(CTBT), which was signed in 1996 but has yet to enter into force.

The NPT is a landmark international treaty whose objective is to prevent the 
spread of nuclear weapons and weapons technology, to promote cooperation in the peaceful 
uses of nuclear energy and to further the goal of achieving nuclear disarmament as well as 
complete disarmament. The Treaty represents the only binding commitment in a multilateral 
treaty to the goal of disarmament by the nuclear weapon States. Opened for signature in 1968, 
the Treaty entered into force in 1970. On the 11th of May 1995, the Treaty was extended 
indefinitely. A total of 191 States have joined the Treaty, including the five nuclear-weapon 
States (China, France, Russia, United Kingdom, United States). More countries have ratified 
the NPT than any other arms limitation and disarmament agreement, a testament to the Treaty’s 
significance.

The Conference on Disarmament (CD) began its substantive negotiations on a 
comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty in January 1994 within the framework of an Ad Hoc 
Committee established for that purpose. Although the Conference on Disarmament (CD) had 
long been involved with the issue of a test ban, only in 1982 did it establish a subsidiary body 
on the item. Disagreement over a mandate for that body blocked tangible progress for years

Possible Solutions
- Possible Economic sanctions (NK)
- Strong supervision of nuclear resources such as uranium and plutonium (Iran)
- Disassembling nuclear arsenals (SA)
- Agreeing and legislating previous resolutions (NPT and CTBT)
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