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THE YEAR 10 AND 11 CURRICULUM 2017 to 2019 

 

Students in Years 10 and 11 follow the two year International General Certificate of 

Secondary Education (IGCSE) curriculum from the University of Cambridge, which is the 

world's most popular international qualification for 14 to 16 year-olds, taken in over 100 

countries. It develops successful students, giving them excellent preparation for their next 

steps in education, and equips them with skills for future employment. Cambridge IGCSE is 

recognised by universities and employers worldwide. 

To ensure a broad and balanced education, the curriculum has some compulsory subjects, 

which all students must follow, and optional or choice subjects that enable students to choose 

subjects from a prescribed menu. The choice of subjects from the option menu is not a free 

choice but guided by principles that keep the curriculum both rigorous and broad. Please refer 

to the specific instructions regarding option choices, which are attached to the option form.  

 

 

 

 

Compulsory Subjects Optional / Choice Subjects 

IGCSE: 

 English Literature 

 English Language 

 Mathematics 

 

Non – IGCSE: 

 Personal, Social & Health 

Education 

 Physical Education 

 History and Geography of 

Saudi Arabia 

 Core Arabic 

 Islamic Studies 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Sciences:  

 Biology 

 Chemistry 

 Physics 

Languages: 

 First Language Arabic 

 Second Language Arabic 

 Beginners Arabic (non IGCSE) 

 French 

 Spanish 

Others: 

 Art & Design 

 Business Studies 

 Economics  

 Computer Studies 

 Drama 

 Geography 

 History 

 Information & Communication 

Technology 

 Music 

 IGCSE Physical Education  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The table below shows what country requirements may apply to careers you are considering. 

If the countries or careers in which you are interested are not there, or if you want to discuss 

any of this in more detail, you and your parents are welcome to call in at the UGS (University 

Guidance Service) office in the IB building. 

 

Your IGCSE option choices may impact on your future IB choices and subsequent University 

choices. For example, if you are considering Medicine please take Biology and Chemistry at 

IGCSE. If you are considering any Engineering programme Physics IGCSE is necessary. 

Additionally, if you are considering Engineering in Canada then Chemistry is necessary as 

well. Finally, if you are considering Architecture then IGCSE Art is important.  

 

Other than Medicine, Engineering and Architecture there are no IGCSE pre requisites.  

 UK USA CANADA 

ARCHITECTURE May require HL Maths, 

HL Physics, Art or 

Design Technology & a 

portfolio 

 

Recommend HL Maths & 

a HL Science for B.Arch 

 

May require HL or SL 

Maths, may require two 

Sciences 

 

ART & DESIGN Portfolio usually 

required, Art or Design 

also usually required 

 

Portfolio often required, 

Art or Design Technology 

recommended 

 

Portfolio often required, 

Art or Design Technology 

recommended 

 

BUSINESS  May require SL Maths  

 
No specific pre-requisites  

 
May require HL or SL 

Maths  

 

ECONOMICS Often require HL 

Maths, may require SL 

Maths 

 

No specific pre-requisites  

 
May require at least SL 

Maths 

 

SCIENCE May require SL or HL 

Maths & one or more 

HL Science 

 

Recommend HL Maths & 

one or more HL Science 

 

May require HL or SL 

Maths, may require two 

Sciences 

 

LAW No specific pre-

requisites 

 

Not available as an 

undergraduate option 

 

Not available as an 

undergraduate option 

 

ENGINEERING Recommend HL Maths 

& Physics or a 

foundation year might 

be an option 

May require SL Maths and 

Physics  

 

SL Chemistry is 

compulsory. SL Math & 

Physics usually required, 

HL may be required in 

some unis.  

 

MEDICINE Requires two HL 

Sciences- HL Chemistry 

and usually HL Biology 

 

Not available as an 

undergraduate option 

 

Not available as an 

undergraduate option 

 

 

 

 

How should I choose 

my subjects? 

 



 

 

ASSESSMENT IN YEARS 10 AND 11 

 

The International General Certificate of Education (IGCSE) is measured on a scale from 

grades A*-G where A* is the highest level of attainment. The IGCSE is a two year course of 

study. The IGCSE programme embraces Year 10 and Year 11 and concludes with final 

IGCSE Examinations at the end of Year 11. A number of IGCSE subjects adopt a tiered entry 

system in which a restricted range of grades is available at each tier. Details are provided on 

the subject pages that follow. It is also important at this to know that IGCSE is the main route 

to the IB Diploma Programme and success at IGCSE is essential to ensure a smooth 

transition to IB.  

 

Previous BISJ Examination Performance 

 

2016 produced the best ever results for BISJ. The results at BISJ are consistently well above 

the UK national figures, and on a par with the best non-academically selective British and 

British International Schools in the world.  

The students in May 2016 did exceptionally very well, with 89% of results as higher level 

passes of A* to C.  This compares very favourably with the British average of 67%. At BISJ 

over 50% of all the grades awarded were A*or A. Twenty pupils achieved at least 8 A* and 

As, 

 

 

Subject Listings 

 

The following pages present an alphabetical listing of all subjects in Years 10 and 11. As you 

read this booklet, please make a note of any questions or uncertainties that occur to you. 

Where the question is subject specific, it is best to direct it to a subject teacher working in this 

area. If you are not sure which teacher to ask, please talk with your Head of Year, or your 

Form Tutor. If you have questions about our IGCSE courses in general, please contact Mr 

Hansen, Deputy Head Teacher for Academic programmes. 

 

Carefully consider the information in this booklet before you make your choices. It is 

important that subject choices are based upon good factual information about what you would 

be studying rather than a vague idea or guess about what might be included. We do not want 

students regretting a choice because they didn’t read this booklet carefully enough and find a 

subject is not ‘what they were expecting’.   

 

Further details on the syllabus in each subject can be found on the Cambridge website 

www.cie.org.uk .  

The website for students may also be useful: www.cambridgestudents.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cie.org.uk/


Year 10 & 11 IGCSE Arabic (First Language) 

 

 
AIMS OF THE COURSE 

 

The aims are to: 

 

1. Enable students to communicate accurately, appropriately and effectively in writing 

2. Enable students to understand and respond appropriately to what they read 

3. Encourage students to enjoy and appreciate the variety of language 

4. Complement the student's other areas of study by developing skills of a more general 

application (e.g. analysis, synthesis, drawing of inference) 

5. Promote the student's personal development and understanding of themselves and others. 

 

 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

The course offers much variety in its selection of anthologies from works of classical and 

modern Arab authors, in its focus on the various literary genres, and in its methods of 

practice, where emphasis is placed on personal response. 

 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

IGCSE terminal grading consists of the following components: 

 

 

Paper 1 (Reading) 50%  To read two texts and answer comprehension questions. 

Paper 2 (Writing) 50%  Continuous writing.  To write two essays on two 

different       topics. (350 – 500 words for each topic). 

 

 

 

PREREQUISITIES 

 

Candidates at this level must have a very effective command of Classical Arabic, in addition 

to having followed courses for native speakers in their previous years of education. Students 

with very weak expressive and grammatical skills will have difficulty in performing at the 

higher grades. 

 

 

 



Year 10 & 11 Arabic (Foreign Language)    

 
 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 
 

The aims are to: 

 

1. Develop the ability to understand and express themselves effectively for purposes of 

practical spoken and written communication. 

2. Develop the ability to read, understand and analyse texts in Arabic.  

3. Communicate in speech and in writing showing knowledge of a range and variety of 

vocabulary and applying the grammar and structures of the language accurately.  

4. Offer insights into the culture and civilisation of countries where the language is spoken.  

5. Provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation. 

6. Prepare students for the IGCSE course of Arabic as a second language.  

 

 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

A variety of texts are used including the works of modern writers. Topics include Education 

and Career, Home and Daily Routine, Self and Others, Leisure, Home and Abroad, Holidays 

and Tourism.  

 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

- Paper 2 : Reading ( 33%)  

- Paper 3 :  Speaking (33%)  

- Paper 4 : Writing ( 33%)  

 

 

 

PREREQUISITIES 

 

It is recommended that candidates at this level must have some prior exposure to Arabic for 

at least three years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 10 & 11 Arabic (Beginners) Non-IGCSE Course  

 
 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 
 

The aims are to: 

 

1. To enable students to start communicating and applying the Arabic language to real 

life experiences. 

2. To introduce and practise simple vocabulary and integrate learned items in basic 

common expressions.  

3. To develop students’ listening and speaking skills through the introduction of 

phonetic sounds of the Arabic alphabet and through simple sentences. 

4. To develop reading and writing skills through learning words and composing simple 

sentences and paragraphs.   

 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

 The students will use a booklet and worksheets tailored by Arabic teachers. These 

worksheets are created to better comply with the students’ needs and to reinforce and enhance 

their conversational and communication skills in daily situations.  

  The focus of this course will be to develop the students’ reading, writing, listening and oral 

expression. These skills are based on letter recognition, vocabulary building, basic 

grammatical structure, and simple sentence construction. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Multiple class assessments will be administered throughout the school year and will include: 

- Assessment of oral and listening skills 

- Assessment of reading, comprehension and writing skills 

 

 

PREREQUISITIES 

 

None.  

This is a non IGCSE course which is suitable for students with very little or no prior exposure 

to Arabic.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 10 & 11 Core Arabic                                                

 
 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 
 

The main aim of the course is to improve students’ use, knowledge and understanding of the 

Arabic language.  

 

Core Arabic is a compulsory non IGCSE course taken by all students, except those who 

choose IGCSE First Language Arabic, who have an additional lesson at the same time as the 

Core Arabic takes place. 

Core Arabic is both a government and a school graduation requirement. Students are put into 

groups according to ability and previous experience in Arabic.  

 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

Course content depends upon whether the student is already a reader of Arabic or not.  

 

Readers of Arabic: where we focus on reading and writing skills, through reading articles 

and discussing them, then writing about the topic. 

 

Non-readers of Arabic: where we concentrate on speaking and listening skills, through class 

discussions. 

 

  

ASSESSMENT 

Students are assessed in a variety of formative ways during their classes. 

 

 

PREREQUISITIES 

 

None.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 10 & 11 Art and Design                                    

 
 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 

 

The aims are to stimulate, encourage and develop:  

1. Confidence, enthusiasm and a sense of achievement in the practice of Art 

and Design;  

2. An ability to identify and solve problems in visual and tactile form;  

3. An ability to record from direct observation and personal experience;  

4. The technical competence and manipulative skills necessary to form, 

compose and communicate in two and three dimensions;  

5. Knowledge of a working vocabulary relevant to the subject;  

6. The ability to organise and relate abstract ideas to practical outcomes;  

7. Experimentation and innovation through the inventive use of materials and 

techniques;  

8. Intuitive and imaginative responses showing critical and analytical faculties;  

9. An interest in, and a critical awareness of, environments and cultures. 

 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

In Year 10 students complete five projects with an emphasis on observational drawing and 

painting, interpretative drawing and painting, design, art history, three-dimensional art and 

printmaking.  

They record their experience and media trials on prep sheets. Then they choose an area of 

study for their coursework according to what they have most enjoyed studying in their 

projects. 

 

At the beginning of the third term, they make a choice of assessments for their exam in Year 

11. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Exam: 50% marked externally (8 hours exam and 8 weeks preparation work) 

Coursework: 50% internally marked (One piece plus supporting Portfolio) 

 

 

 



  

Year 10 & 11 IGCSE Biology       

 

 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 

 

The aims are to: 

 

1. Provide, through well designed studies of experimental and practical science, a 

      worthwhile educational experience for all students, whether or not they go on to study 

      Biology beyond this level, and, in particular, to enable them to acquire sufficient  

      understanding and knowledge to become confident citizens in a technological world 

 

2. Develop abilities, skills and attitudes relevant to the study and practice of Biology 

 

3. Promote an awareness that the study and practice of science are subject to social, 

economic, technological, ethical and cultural influences and limitations 

 

4. Stimulate interest in, and care for, the environment. 

 

 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

Y10 students study the following topics: characteristics and classification of living 

organisms, cells, diffusion and osmosis, enzymes, nutrition in plants and animals, the human 

digestive system, transport in both plants and animals, respiration, gaseous exchange, and 

disease and immunity.  

Y11 students study the relationships of organisms with one another and their environment, 

excretion in humans, co-ordination and response, asexual and sexual reproduction, and the 

study of inheritance. 

 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

All candidates will be entered for three examination papers: 

 

Paper 1or 2 Multiple choice questions based on the Core or Extended Curriculum 

Paper 3 or 4  Short answer and structured questions based on the Core or Extended 

Curriculum  

Paper 6 Structured questions designed to test familiarity with laboratory practical 

procedures (both Core and Extended)  

 

 

PREREQUISITES 

 

It is desirable if students have previously studied science at lower secondary level. 



Year 10 & 11 IGCSE Business Studies     

 

 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 
 

 

‘Business is a good game - lots of competition and a minimum of rules. You keep score 

with money.’ 

Atari founder Nolan 

Bushnell 

 

Business Studies looks at all aspects of businesses: how they are run and organised, the people who 

work in them and the factors that affect the way they operate.  It also looks at the Government’s 

influence on business activity. 

 

Students often ask what the difference is between Business Studies and Economics, because some 

parts of the courses seem very similar.  Basically, Economics takes a wide view of the whole 

economic system, whilst Business Studies focuses on individual businesses.  If we take the topic 

“Imports and Exports” for example, Economics students might learn about the problems of a country 

that imports too much, whilst Business Studies students might learn how a business might increase its 

exports. 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

The course offers the student an opportunity to study the real world of business by looking at 

the following topics: 

 

 Understanding business activity  

 People in business  

 Marketing  

 Operations Management  

 Financial information and decisions  

 External influences on business activity 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 
The examination consists of: 

Paper 1 (1¾ hours) -  A paper containing short-answer questions and structured/data  

                                   response questions. 

 

Paper 2 (1¾ hours) - Candidates will be presented with a business situation or problem,  

                                   and required to answer questions arising from it. 

Business Studies is a subject for students who can think for themselves and who enjoy problem-

solving.  

 

PREREQUISITES 

 

None 

 



Year 10 & 11 IGCSE Chemistry      

 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 

The aims are to: 

 

1. Provide, through well designed studies of experimental and practical science, a 

worthwhile educational experience for all students that provides them with the 

opportunity to acquire sufficient understanding and knowledge to become confident 

citizens in a technological world, able to take or develop an informed interest in matters 

of scientific import. 

 

2. Develop abilities, skills and attitudes relevant to the study and practice of Chemistry that 

prepare students for studies beyond the level of IGCSE. 

 

3. Promote an awareness that the study and practice of science are subject to social, 

economic, technological, ethical and cultural influences and limitations, but that the 

language of science, correctly and rigorously applied, is universal.  

 

4. Stimulate interest in, and care for, the environment and develop an appreciation that the 

applications of science may be both beneficial and detrimental. 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

Year 10 students are taught the following topics: 

 

Particle theory, Atomic theory, Periodicity, Bonding, Separating techniques, Balancing 

equations, Electrolysis, Rates of reaction, Extraction of metals and the reactivity series, Air 

and water, Reversible reactions and Acids and Bases.  As far as possible, theoretical material 

is supported by practical work that enables students to develop skills in the laboratory and an 

awareness of the scientific method. 

 

Year 11 students study Molar calculations, Organic chemistry, Qualitative analysis, Sulphur, 

Energetics, Carbonates, Redox and the Preparation of salts. 

 

 ASSESSMENT 

 

All candidates will be entered for three examination papers: 

 

Paper 1or 2 Multiple choice questions based on the Core or Extended Curriculum 

Paper 3 or 4  Short answer and structured questions based on the Core or Extended 

Curriculum  

Paper 6 Structured questions designed to test familiarity with laboratory practical 

procedures (both Core and Extended)  

 

PREREQUISITES 

 

It is desirable that students have previously studied science at lower secondary level. 



Year 10 & 11 IGCSE Computer Science    

 

 
AIMS OF THE COURSE 

 

Cambridge IGCSE Computer Science syllabus aims are to develop: 

 computational thinking that is thinking about what can be computed and how, and 

includes consideration of the data required 

 understanding of the main principles of solving problems by using computers 

 understanding that every computer system is made up of sub-systems, which in turn 

consist of further sub-systems 

 understanding of the component parts of computer systems and how they interrelate, 

including software, data, hardware, communications and people 

 skills necessary to apply understanding to solve computer-based problems using a 

high-level programming language. 

 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

1. Theory of Computer Science 

a. Data representation 

b. Communication and Internet 

technologies 

c. Hardware and software 

d. Security 

e. Ethics 

2. Practical Problem-solving and 

Programming 

a. Algorithm design and problem-solving 

b. Programming 

c. Databases 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Paper 1 Theory - 1 hour 45 minutes (60%)  

This is a compulsory question paper, consisting of short-answer and structured questions. 

Candidates must answer all the questions. 

 

Paper 2 Problem-solving and programming - 1 hour 45 minutes (40%)  

This written paper contains short-answer and structured questions. All questions are 

compulsory. 20 of the 50 marks for this paper are from questions set on pre-release material 

which candidates receive in advance of the examination. 

No calculators are permitted in either paper. 

 

PREREQUISITES 

 

Students must have access to a computer with all the required softwares for the course 

installed on it, internet connection, headphones, printer at home, and need to possess a 

memory stick to enable them to transport their digital data between home and school. 



Year 10 & 11 IGCSE Drama      

 

 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 

Drama teaches students different ways to create meaning on stage, key communication skills 

and how to critically analyse their own work and the work of others. The course provides 

space to experiment with different theatrical styles and provides a solid grounding in the 

history of theatre. It places theatre and more contemporary forms of communication, such as 

film and TV, in a global context and can help a student in many aspects of their academic 

lives.  

 

COURSE CONTENT 

Students will explore and create their own theatrical pieces. They will work on texts drawn 

from a variety of cultures and time periods and experiment in the roles of director, performer, 

devisor and designer. 

 

Through the study of different techniques and theatrical styles, students will devise original 

material and will follow through with the planning, rehearsal, performance and evaluation of 

their own work and the work of their peers. 

 

Students will study the techniques of Stanislavski and Practical Aesthetics as well as looking 

at performance styles including Theatre of the Absurd, children’s theatre and Brecht’s Epic 

Theatre tradition. They will study scripts, both classic and contemporary, from different 

cultures but will study them in a practical context by work shopping and rehearsing scenes. 

They spend most of their class time applying these techniques and styles to their own 

performance work, as an individual as well as in collaboration with the other students in the 

class.  

 

ASSESSMENT 

The course is made up of two components: 

 

Coursework consisting of three pieces of practical work  

 A five minutes monologue 

 A fifteen minute group-devised piece 

 A fifteen minute directed scripted scene  – 60% 

 

Written examination paper based on four pieces of pre-released material – 40%  

  

Coursework, which will include independent research and some rehearsal time outside of 

class time, is continuously assessed. Coursework is assessed against three assessment 

objectives of which performance skills carry the heavier weighting. 

 

 

PREREQUISITES 

There are no academic prerequisites but the practical and collaborative nature of the course 

means attendance at every class is essential. 
 
 
 



Year 10 & 11 IGCSE Economics       
 

 

 
 

‘There can be no real individual freedom in the presence of economic insecurity.’ 

Chester Bowles 

US diplomat & economist (1901 - 1986) 
 

AIMS OF THE COURSE  
In Economics we strive to provide students with an excellent education in economics that 

gives them a conceptual framework for understanding the world, a set of skills for pursuing 

leadership in the world's private enterprise system, and a foundation for study at University 

level. Students study economic systems and the way they function, at a national and at an 

international level. They will also learn how the government manages the national economy. 

 

COURSE CONTENT   

Some of the topics dealt with are: 
 Different Economic Systems, such as those of capitalist USA and communist Cuba 

 Demand and Supply: how people and businesses decide what they want in the shops 

 Business Organisations, such as firms and banks, and how they operate 

 Employment: doing a job and earning wages 

 The Costs, Revenues and Profits of a Business 

 Government Influence: how it can affect the economy, International Economics: 

trade, living standards, population studies 

 

ASSESSMENT  

Students are examined in the following way: 

 

Paper 1 (45 minutes) - 30 multiple-choice items (all questions to be answered). 

 

Paper 2 (2 hours 15 minutes) - Structured questions (all questions to be answered). 

 

Economics overlaps with numerous Geography topics such as factors determining the 

location of industry, the environmental impact of economic activity and an analysis of the 

relationship between developed and developing countries.  



 

 

 

Year 10 & 11 IGCSE English Language and English Literature 

                                                                                             

 

All students will follow a course in both English Language and in English Literature. At the 

end of Y11, most students will take IGCSE English as a First Language. Some students may 

be selected for IGCSE English as a Second Language. All students will be prepared for 

IGCSE English Literature.  

 

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT 

English Language 

For English as a first language, students will read a range of texts.  At the end of Year 11, they 

will take two examinations: 

 

Paper 2:  

Reading Paper   2 hours (Extended)   50% weighting 

or 

Reading Paper   1 hour 30 minutes (Core)  50% weighting 

 

And Paper 3:  

Directed Writing and Composition.                    50% weighting  

 

 

 

 

English Literature 

 

The literary texts will be chosen from the examination board’s syllabus and these will be 

examined at the end of Year 11. 

Students will take two papers at the end of Year 11: 

Paper 1   1 hours 30 mins   50% weighting 

Poetry and closed book  

 

Paper 3   1 hour                 25% weighting 

Drama open book.    

 

Paper 4    1 hr 15 mins     25% weighting  

Unseen Paper  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 10 & 11 IGCSE French      

 

 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 

 

The aims are to: 

 

1. To develop the ability to understand and use French effectively for purposes of 

practical spoken and written communication 

2. To develop the ability to use French both imaginatively 

and creatively, and to understand and appreciate French 

used both imaginatively and creatively 

3. To develop an understanding of French grammar 

4. To encourage positive attitudes to foreign language 

learning and to speakers of foreign languages, and a 

positive approach to other cultures 

5. To provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation.   

 

 

COURSE CONTENT   

 
Pupils follow the Metro 4 coursebook, and also use other support material, such as “Encore Tricolore 

4” and “Cambridge IGCSE® and International Certificate French Foreign Language (Cambridge IGCSE & 

International Certificate)”. 

Topics include Education and Career, Health, Transport and Environmental Issues, Home and 

Daily Routine, Self and Others, Leisure, Home and Abroad, Holidays and Tourism. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

The four attainment targets of listening, speaking, reading and writing carry equal weighting. 

Assessment is by 100% external examination. 

 

 

PREREQUISITES 

 

It is assumed that all students will have satisfactorily completed Years 7 to 9 or reached an 

equivalent standard. 

 

  



 

Year 10 & 11 IGCSE Geography     

 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 
 

The course aims to encourage students to develop: 

 

1. A sense of place and an understanding of relative location on a local, regional and global 

scale 

2. An awareness of the characteristics and distribution of a selection of contrasting and 

physical environments 

3. An understanding of some of the processes affecting the development of such 

environments 

4. An understanding of the spatial effects of the ways in which people interact with each 

other and with their environments 

5. An understanding of different communities and cultures throughout the world and an 

awareness of the contrasting opportunities and constraints presented by different 

environments. 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

The course consists of a study of 3 themes which are collectively designed to develop an 

understanding of the natural and human environment. The first theme, Population and 

Settlement, involves an investigation of population dynamics and settlement patterns. The 

second theme, The Natural Environment, is an investigation of climatic and vegetation 

regions and landscape processes. The third theme, Economic Development and Resources, 

investigates the ways in which people use (and misuse) natural resources, including 

agriculture, energy and industry. Students will undertake fieldwork investigations to develop 

an understanding of the principles studied in the classroom, and as preparation for Paper IV.  

 

ASSESSMENT 

The four Assessment Objectives are:  

1. Knowledge and Understanding 

      2. Analysis 

      3. Judgement and Decision Making 

      4. Investigation (enquiry skills, practical skills  

         and presentation skills). 

The scheme of assessment is as follows: 

 

Paper I (Knowledge and Understanding) - 45 % 

Paper 2 (Skills)                                     - 27.5 % 

Paper 4 (Alternative to Coursework)           -            27.5% 

 

Students in Geography work in the field and collect primary data using geographic 

techniques. This is an important aspect of geographical study. Opportunities for students to 

gain understanding of the physical and cultural environment are incorporated in this two year 

course. In Year 10 students have the opportunity to participate in a combined Year 10/IB 

field trip to Barcelona to work at the Barcelona Field Centre in Sitges. In Year 11, students 

will participate in both physical geography and human geography field trips in our local area. 

A variety of skills will be developed and consolidated to aid understanding of how our 

environment works 



Year 10 & 11 IGCSE History      

 

 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 

 

The aims are to: 

 

1. Stimulate interest and enthusiasm about the past 

2. Promote the acquisition of knowledge 

3. Understand the nature and use of historical evidence 

4. Understand cause and consequence, continuity and change, similarity and difference 

5. Provide a sound basis for further study and the pursuit of personal interest 

6. Encourage international understanding 

7. Encourage the development of linguistic and communication skills. 

 

 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

The course concentrates on Twentieth Century international relations 

from the Treaty of Versailles in 1919 up until the end of the Cold War 

in 1989. This includes the work of the League of Nations and the 

United Nations, the events which led to the Second World War and the 

superpower rivalry between the USA and the USSR. There will be a 

Depth Study on the First World War which will be examined in Paper 1 

and used as the basis for the coursework component. Quite considerable 

emphasis is placed upon the nature and use of evidence for Paper 2.  

 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

 

IGCSE assessment consists of the following components: 

 

Paper 1 written examination  40% of total assessment 

Paper 2 written examination  33% of total assessment 

Coursework    27% of total assessment 

 

 

 

PREREQUISITES 

 

None. 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 10 History and Geography of Saudi Arabia        Y10 ONLY 

 

 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 

 

The History and Geography of Saudi Arabia is a non IGCSE compulsory course, taken by all 

students in Y10. It is both a government requirement and a school graduation requirement.  

 

Whether you are a long term resident in Saudi Arabia or only here for a few years, it is 

important to learn about the History and Geography of our host country. The course is 

divided into History units of work and Geography units of work.  

 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

In Geography units, students study both the human and physical environment of Saudi 

Arabia. Physical geography investigates the climate and tectonic landforms and how these 

influence the fauna. The human investigation studies population distribution and dynamics 

along with economic activity. 

 

In History units, students study the historical and political formation of modern day Saudi 

Arabia.  Students begin with an overview of the key events in the modern history of Saudi 

Arabia.  They then engage in a research task during class time where they have to study one 

area in depth, ranging from the first Saudi Emirate, World War 1 and the making of the 

modern Middle East, through to oil and the succession of Ibn Saud.  Students are then 

assessed on the quality of their research as they present their findings to the rest of the class, 

teaching one another about each discrete area of research.  

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Assessment is on-going in class activities 

 

 

PREREQUISITES 

 

None. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 10 & 11 IGCSE Information and Communication Technology 
  

  

  

AIMS OF THE COURSE 

 

Cambridge IGCSE Information and Communication 

Technology encourage learners to develop lifelong skills, 

including:  

• understanding and using various software 

applications.   

• using Information and Communication 

Technology (ICT) to solve problems. 

• analysing, designing, implementing, testing and 

evaluating ICT systems, ensuring that they are fit 

for purpose. 

• understanding the implications of technology in 

society, including social, economic and ethical uses. 

• awareness of the ways ICT can help in home, learning and work environments. 

 

COURSE CONTENT  

1 Types and components of computer systems 

2 Input and output devices 

3 Storage devices and media 

4 Networks and the effects of using them 

5 The effects of using IT 

6 ICT applications 

7 The systems life cycle 

8 Safety and security 

9 Audiences 

10 Communication 

11 File management 

12 Images 

13 Layout 

14 Styles 

15 Proofing 

16 Graphs and charts 

17 Document production 

18 Data manipulation 

19 Presentations 

20 Data analysis 

21 Website authoring 



 

Students will also engage in the use of a wide range of applications software which will be assessed 

in the final written papers and practical tests. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 Paper 1 - Theory - 2 hrs - 40%  

Paper 2 - Document Production, Data Manipulation and Presentations - 2 hrs 30 mins - 30% 

Paper 3 Data Analysis and Website Authoring - 2 hrs 30 mins - 30% 

 

There is no coursework option for this course. 

   

PREREQUISITES 

  

Students must have access to a computer with all the required softwares for the course installed on it, 

internet connection at home, headphones, printer at home, and need to possess a memory stick to 

enable them to transport their digital data between home and school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 10 & 11 IGCSE Cambridge International Mathematics        

 

Rationale 

 

The Cambridge IGCSE Mathematics encourages the development of mathematical knowledge as a 

key life skill. The syllabus studied in aims to build learners' confidence by helping them develop a 

feel for numbers, patterns and relationships, and places a strong emphasis on solving problems and 

presenting and interpreting results.  

 

Key subject aims:  

 

To study how to apply mathematics in everyday situations  

To develop an understanding of the part which mathematics plays in the world around them.  

To gain an understanding of how to communicate and reason using mathematical concepts.  

  

This is a fully examined course through which learners develop not only knowledge and 

understanding of Mathematics, but also skills in creative thinking, enquiry and problem solving. 

 

Formal Assessment for IGCSE Mathematics  

 

Extended Curriculum 

Grades available: A*-E  

                                        

Paper 2 20%   Short response question (Non-Calculators) 45mins     

Paper 4 60%   Medium-Extended questions (Calculators)      135mins 

Paper 6            20%   Investigation question (Calculators)                 90mins 

 

 

Core Curriculum 

Grades available: C-G  

                                        

Paper 1 25%   Short response question (Non-Calculators) 45mins     

Paper 3 60%   Medium-Extended questions (Calculators)      135mins 

Paper 5            15%   Investigation question (Calculators)                 90mins 

 

 

 

 

Note: Most of the students in Yr11 will be expected to learn and be entered for the Extended paper. 

The few students who find mathematics difficult will be entered for the Core paper.  

 

All students are expected to have a Graphic Calculator TI-84 Plus for the course.  

 

 



 

 

Year 10 & 11 IGCSE Additional Mathematics                     Set 1 group only 

 

Rationale 

Cambridge IGCSE Additional Mathematics is accepted by universities and employers as proof of 

essential mathematical knowledge and ability. 

The Additional Mathematics syllabus is intended for high ability candidates who have the potential 

to achieve a Grade A* in their IGCSE Mathematics examination. It is only offered to Set 1 class. 

 

Key subject aims:  

 

To consolidate and extend their elementary mathematical skills, and use these in the context of more 

advanced techniques. 

To further develop their knowledge of mathematical concepts and principles, and use this knowledge 

for problem solving. 

To acquire a suitable foundation in Mathematics for further study in the subject or in mathematical 

related subjects. 

 

This is a fully examined course which learners recall and use manipulative technique in recognising 

the appropriate mathematical procedure for a given situation. They will also formulate problems into 

mathematical terms and apply appropriate techniques of solution. 

 

Formal Assessment for Additional Mathematics  

                                      

Grades available: A*-E       

Paper 1 50%   (Calculator)  120mins 

Paper 2            50%   (Calculator)  120mins 

 

 

 

 

PREREQUISITES 

 

For students in Set1 only. 

They must show potential of achieving a Grade A* in IGCSE Mathematics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

IGCSE Music       

 

 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 

 

The aims are to: 

 

1. Enable candidates to acquire and consolidate a range of basic musical skills, knowledge and 

understanding, through the activities of listening, performing and composing 

2. Assist candidates to develop a perceptive, sensitive and critical response to the main historical 

periods and style of Western music 

3. Help candidates to recognise and understand the music of various non-Western traditions, and 

thus to form an appreciation of cultural similarities and differences 

4. Provide the basis for an informed and lasting appreciation of music 

5. Provide a foundation for further study in music for those candidates who wish to pursue their 

studies at a higher level. 

 

COURSE CONTENT  

 

In Composition students are given a wide range of experiences, from pop songs to 20
th

 Century art 

music to Bach chorales. In Performance students are offered free tuition on an instrument of their 

choice. The unprepared listening component exposes the student to a very wide range of recordings, 

drawn from both Western and non-Western music. The prepared listening component includes a 

study of a Western European Orchestral work and the study of music from a non-western country. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Candidates must offer four compulsory components: 

 

1. Component 1 Unprepared Listening  20% 

2. Component 2 Prepared Listening  20% 

3. Component 3 Performing   30% 

4. Component 4 Composing   30% 

 

Components 2 and 3 take the form of school based assessment 

(coursework). In Component 3 two performances are required. In 

Component 4 two compositions of contrasting styles are required. 

It is expected that IGCSE students will complete the Performance 

Component with their instrumental teacher. 

 

PREREQUISITES 

 

The normal Y10 & 11 admission criteria apply.  Candidates must also have some instrumental 

experience or be prepared to begin an instrument as soon as possible. In this case the piano is 

advised. Students must have a USB key drive/memory stick.  This is to enable the back up/easy 

transfer of MIDI and audio files. Audio files cannot be saved to the server due to the nature of the 

encoding. 



 

Year 10 Triple L                             One Year Course 

 

 
AIMS OF THE COURSE 

 

The main focus throughout Y10 Triple L is completion of the Learning to Lead course.  This course 

encourages students to know who they are and what they are capable of. Working in teams, leading 

discussion, problem solving, planning, evaluating and reporting are some of the key activities in 

which they will be engaged. This programme teaches the concepts of citizenship, ethics, social 

responsibility, community and personal awareness whilst ensuring that students understand and 

model what they learn. 

 

Students will also receive training in PSHE to mentor the Y6 students who are coming to the Upper 

School for the first time.  In addition, they will have specific lessons teaching study skills, time 

management, academic honesty as well as career guidance. 

 

 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

Students will complete the following topics over a two year period: - 

 

 Self Esteem 

 Importance of Having a Vision 

 Goal Setting 

 Perseverance 

 Dealing with Difficult People 

 Resilience 

 Problem Solving 

 Motivation 

 Assertiveness 

 Emotional Literacy 

 Leading Wisely 

 Loyalty 

 Empathy 

 Risk Taking 

 Dealing with Failure 

 Management Skills 

 Substance abuse  

 Appropriate relationships  

 Study Skills 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Upon successful completion of this course students will be awarded certificates endorsed by the 

Royal Chartered Management Institute (London).  These certificates can be a feature of future 

University applications. 

 

PREQUISITIES 

 

This course is an integral part of the curriculum and is followed by every student in Y10.  

 



 

Year 11 Triple L                       One Year Course 

 

 
AIMS OF THE COURSE 

 

The aims are to: 

 

Promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, intellectual and physical development of pupils 

 

Prepare pupils for the opportunities and responsibilities of adult life. 

 

 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

1. Life changes:  

Group dynamics and communication, learning about each other; 

2. Relationship: 

Peer group relationships, peer mentoring; 

3. Life problems: 

Recognising stress, stress management getting help, coping with stress; 

4. Study Skills: 

Examination preparation, revision skills, examination stress, and target setting; 

5. Cultural Diversity: 

International mindedness, festivals. 

 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

There is no formal assessment for this course. 

 

The students will work with their Form Tutor and Head of Year. Topics will be discussed, explained 

and worked on in a variety of formats. Form Tutors do assess informally and this leads to a detailed 

comment and an effort grade on the overall final school report. 

 

 

 

PREQUISITIES 

 

This course is an integral part of the secondary curriculum and is followed by every student in Y11. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 10 & 11 IGCSE Physics       

 

 
AIMS OF THE COURSE 

 

The aims are to: 

 

1. Provide, through well designed studies of experimental and practical science, a   

      worthwhile educational experience for all students, whether or not they go on to study 

      Physics beyond this level, and, in particular, to enable them to acquire sufficient  

      understanding and to become confident citizens in a technological world 

 

2.   Develop abilities, skills and attitudes relevant to the study and practice of Physics 

 

3. Promote an awareness that the study and practice of science are subject to social,  

      economic, technological, ethical and cultural influences and limitations 

 

4.   Develop problem solving skills that are transferable to many other vocations. 

 

 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

Y10 students are taught through a variety of activities about density, force, work, power, energy, 

momentum, thermal physics, waves and optics. 

Y11 students study magnetism, electrostatics, current electricity, nuclear physics, electromagnetism 

and basic electronics. Students use practical experiments, investigations and problems to reinforce 

their conceptual understanding. During the course they learn how to use laboratory apparatus safely 

and efficiently. 

 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

All candidates will be entered for three examination papers: 

 

Paper 1or 2 Multiple choice questions based on the Core or Extended Curriculum 

Paper 3 or 4  Short answer and structured questions based on the Core or Extended Curriculum  

Paper 6 Structured questions designed to test familiarity with laboratory practical procedures 

(both Core and Extended)  

 

 

 

PREREQUISITES 

 

It is desirable if students have previously studied science at lower secondary level. 



 

 Year 10 & 11 IGCSE Physical Education      

 

 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 

 
The course provides candidates with an exciting opportunity to study both practical and theoretical 

aspects of Physical Education. It is also designed to foster enjoyment in Physical activity. 

 

COURSE CONTENT 
The Syllabus has two components. 

 

Component 1- Terminal Examination (40%) 

 

This is made up of three units 1.  Factors affecting performance  

2. Health, Safety and training 

3. Reasons and Opportunities in Physical Activity 

 

Component 2- Coursework (60%) 

 

Candidates have to choose a minimum of 4 activities from a minimum of two categories. The choices 

for 2014 will be from the following: 

 

Category  Activities 

 

Games Association Football, Badminton, Basketball, Cricket, Golf, Hockey, Netball, 

Rounders, Rugby, Softball, Squash, Table Tennis, Tennis, Volleyball. 

 

Gymnastics  Artistic Gymnastics, Trampoline, Figure 

Skating, Rhythmic Gymnastics 

 

Dance  Various Styles 

 

Athletic Activities Track and Field, Weight Training for 

fitness, Cross Country running 

 

Outdoor Activities Canoeing, Hill Walking and camp craft, 

Horse riding, Orienteering, Wind 

surfing, Rock climbing 

 

Swimming Competitive Swimming, Lifesaving, Personal Survival 

 

Candidates should also demonstrate their ability to analyse and improve their 

own performance in written context. 

  

 

 

PREREQUISITES 

None.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 10 & 11 IGCSE Spanish    

Aims 

This course is designed for students who are learning Spanish as a foreign language. The aim is to 

develop an ability to use the language effectively for practical communication. The course is based 

on the linked language skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing, and these are built on as 

learners’ progress through their studies. 

The course also aims to offer insights into the culture and civilisation of countries where the 

language is spoken, thus encouraging positive attitudes towards language learning and towards 

speakers of foreign languages 

Topics 

 Everyday Activities 

 Personal and social life      

 The world around us 

 The world of work 

 The international word 

Course Content 

Paper Skill Marks Timing Percentage 

1 Listening 45 45 minutes 25% 

2 Reading 45 1 hour 25% 

3 Speaking 100 15 minutes 25% 

4 Writing 50 1 hour 25% 

 

Resources 

   
Prerequisites 

To have satisfactorily completed Y7-Y9  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

What Follows IGCSE?       

 

 

After completing the IGCSE courses, most students at BISJ go on to study the two year 

International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. This is a comprehensive and rigorous curriculum, 

authorised by the International Baccalaureate Organisation, which prepares students for University 

entrance in countries across the world.  

 

Please note that entry into the IB programme is not automatic, but is dependent upon effort, 

behaviour, attitude, attendance, punctuality and general adherence to school rules and procedures 

during the IGCSE programme.  

 

In Y11, all students have an individual interview with the Head of the University Guidance 

Service and in February 2018 will receive detailed information about the IB Programme.  



 

Year 9 Option Choices Form February 2017 
    
Having carefully studied the Options Booklet, listened to the subject presentations and discussed 
your options with your teachers, parents and HOY you now need to pick SIX subjects from the 
listing below. 
You must pick  
EITHER:   THREE from the Arts/Humanities group and TWO from the Science group  
OR:    FOUR from the Arts/Humanities group and ONE from the Science group.  
You must select ONE from the Languages group.  
You may not choose both Computer Studies and Information Technology 
You may not choose both Business Studies and Economics  
Students who need to study all THREE sciences must attach a letter to this form explaining their 
particular circumstances and can only pick two subjects from the Arts/Humanities group.  
The school will try to ensure that every student gets all their requested subjects. However, it is 
important to note that this may not always be possible.  

STUDENT NAME / TUTOR GROUP ___________________________ / _____ 
 I/GCSE Subject Tick  

Arts and Humanities.  
Choose either THREE or FOUR from these: 

 

Art & Design  

Business Studies  

Economics   

Computer Studies  

Drama  

French Foreign Language  
(may be chosen in addition to  Arabic or Spanish in 

the languages group) 
 

Geography  

History  

Information Technology  

Music  

IGCSE Physical Education   

Science Subjects.  
Choose either ONE or TWO from these: 

 

Biology  

Chemistry  

Physics  

  
Languages. 

 Select ONE only 
 

Arabic First Language  

 Arabic Foreign Language  

Arabic Beginners Course (non IGCSE)   

French Foreign Language 
 

 

Spanish Foreign Language  

The completed form MUST be 
returned to your form tutor by 

Tuesday 14th February 2017 

Admin Use Only 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: 

Parental Confirmation: 
 
I confirm the subject choices 
that my son/daughter has 
made. 
 
 

(Signature) 
 
 
 

(Date) 


