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Lonely Planet On Thursday 17th November, 
BISJ came to life in a 
kaleidoscope of colour and 
creativity as we celebrated 
International Day 2016. 

Events began with a 
fabulous procession 
around the site, adorned 
by flags of our 65 nations 
and the national 
costumes of the nations 
represented, all 
serenaded and 
celebrated by Mr. Pacelli 
and Mr. Guy-Byrne’s 
lively commentary. 
 

BISJ celebrates 
International 
Day in style.  

From crèche to 
Year 13 students, 
administrative  
staff,  teachers and  
parents, all 
contributed to a 
wonderful 
celebration of who 
we are and what 
we represent as a 
school.  
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INTERNATIONAL DAY 

where groups of people 
from diverse cultures, had 
worked together to perform 
a beautiful display that truly 
signified the unity we have 
here. If a school can offer a 
vision of the future, then this 
was a very positive one, and 
we all felt very proud to be 
part of something so special.   
 

International day is a wonderful 

event in our school calendar 
which allows us to truly 
celebrate our international 
mindedness.  
 
In the mission and values 
statement of our school, we say 
that we are ‘a community of 
learners from many nations’ 
who ‘work together 
harmoniously’. This is never 
clearer to see than on 
International Day when the 
school’s 65 different nations are 
fully represented in a rainbow of 
colours, in the beautiful parade. 
The whole school comes 
together to show what we mean 
by international mindedness 
during the day, and our whole 
community, including parents, 
students, staff and in some 
cases ex-alumni, get involved to 
remind us of what our school 
offers. 
 

The student body represents diversity and 
unity as they hail from so many different 
countries. The day consisted of a variety of 
activities that promoted diversity within our 
student body. For example, the traditional 
international day parade, the house quiz and 
our festive assembly.  
 
Throughout the day, students walked side by 
side, from all countries, races, and 
backgrounds. Our school truly redefined the 
meaning of unity, as students of all nations 
came together to provide one of the most 
appetising international day buffets during our 
lunch break.  One of the biggest highlights of 
the day were the dances in the assembly, 

We look forward to 
International Day next year, 
but remember that the spirit 
it represents is something 
that lies at the heart of 
everything we do, day in and 
day out, at BISJ. 
 

The rest of the day was 
punctuated by a variety of 
activities in primary and 
secondary, all related to the 
theme of international 
mindedness, and rounded off 
with a superb assembly, with 
music, dance, speeches, and 
slideshows to remind us of our 
international culture at BISJ.  

Everybody worked 
long and hard to 
make this a fabulous 
and successful day, 
and with such spirit 
and enthusiasm in 
our ranks, the only 
way is up! 
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JEDDAH 

The King Abdullah Sports City 
Stadium, also known as the Shining 
Jewel, is the largest stadium in 
Jeddah. 
 
This stadium is in the north of the 
city. The stadium was named after 
the king of Saudi Arabia. 
 
The stadium is not only used for 
football but there are also six 
tennis courts and a large indoor 
area for sports and other purposes. 
 
Its construction started in 2012 
and it opened on the 1st of May 
2014. The stadium can fit 62,241 
spectators. 
 

Luqaimat, are usually made in the 
month of Ramadan and is enjoyed 
after iftar.  
 
If you want to try this delicious Middle 
Eastern delicacy you could visit this 
website:  
 
http://www.munatycooking.com/201
2/08/sweet-dumplings-luqaimat.html 

LUQAIMAT 

Luqaimat is a Middle 
Eastern dessert. 

Saudi Arabia is the largest country 
in the world without a river 

Saudi Arabia is also the fifth largest 
country in Asia, and the second-largest 
in the Arab world, 95% of the country is 
desert!  Get me some water! 

On the 24th of November, 
we all wore jeans and 
donated 15 SAR. Why did 
we donate? Why did we 
even wear jeans? Well, let 
me tell you the whole story. 

Miss Baker thought the idea of 
wearing jeans at BISJ was a good 
way to donate money for charity.  

http://www.jeansforgenesday.org/ 
 

She arrived to Jeddah, 
filled a few forms, and 
BAM! We all have a 
special day to support 
these children and have a 
bit fun wearing cool and 
stylish jeans! 

About 20 years ago, 
Miss Baker saw an 
advertisement  
supporting  
children with  
genetic disorders.  
 
Many are born with a 
genetic disorder. 

If you want to support the less 
fortunate then you can donate 
money here:  



BISJ TODAY – November – School Year 2016/17  
 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The topic was free interpretational. They had 
been given topics to choose from. Topics 
such as Lifestyle, nature and technology. 

Nicole Andales 

Sama Albakree 

Sarah Khalid 

 
Year 11 have been working 
on a piece of graded art that 
is assessed on creativity, 
detail and  charm. The Year 
11s have worked hard to 
achieve this task. “ It was 
hard to accomplish but at 
the end the result was 
magnificent”. The teachers  
were very impressed by the 
effort given into the artwork 
that the Y11s had done.  
 

Q. Where have you previously 
taught?  

A. I was previously teaching in China 
and have taught in the US and 
Belarus. 

Q. What got you interested in 
Biology? 

A. My background is in Biomedical 
Engineering but I have a confession! Of 
the sciences, physics was my first love. 
Then, I became interested in chemistry 
but I did not like biology until I started 
teaching it. Now I find biology 
fascinating but I like all the sciences. 

We had a conversation with: 

Mr. Joshua Beggs. 
 

Q. Where are you from? 

A. I am from the United States. 
 

Q. What do you teach? 

A. I am the Head of Biology, 
teaching older students. I have 
also taught Chemistry and Physics. 
 

Q. How are you and your family 
settling in? 

A. Everyone is very friendly and 
welcoming. They have helped us 
set up and my kids love the 
compound and facilities. Overall, 
we are settling in pretty well. 
 

Q. How would you compare BISJ to 
the school you previously taught in? 

A.  I came from another international 
school in China where the students 
were very nice and over here, I was 
pleasantly surprised to see the staff 
and students are even nicer.  
 
In both schools, the students are 
friendly and hardworking and they 
have come from different 
backgrounds. The facilities are better 
in this school. Over here, the school 
has a British curriculum and I’m still 
adjusting to the new system.  
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Departure 
We met at the airport at 
12:45am on Friday 30th Sep 
2016. It took about 6 hours to 
reach Madrid. The flight was 
long and of course, some of 
us slept. Then we went to 
Salamanca for one week. 

The Accommodation  
We had finally reached 
Salamanca, and most of all, the 
hotel. Its name was ‘Silken’.  
As we stepped foot into the hotel, 
we saw how spacious it was.  
 
We gathered in the reception and 
got our key cards to our rooms.  
 
Everyone had planned who they 
were going to be with. We 
unpacked for an amount of time 
before we went to have lunch. 
The food was good, however 
people had different opinions. 

Mrs. Cullen, Mrs. Arvelo & Mr. Harrison 

Big thanks to Ms. Arvelo for organizing 
this trip for us. She had a very 
important role, the biggest one, being 
responsible for our 22 passports and 
the Schengen visas. This of course 
allows us to travel from place to place, 
everyone can trust her. She is like a 
mother and you can hope to have her 
as a teacher. 
 
Mrs. Cullen was responsible for carryng 
the medicines to cure us when in need, 
Mrs. Cullen is an easy-going person. 
She is very easy to talk to and is 
protective. She really brightened up 
the trip.  
 
Mr. Harrison was our big bank to store 
all our money. He is very responsible 
and can be depended upon. 

Just landed, 
Madrid-Barajas Airport 
 

By Ali Selim, Y8.4 

VIAJE A 
SALAMANCA 

2016 
 
 
 
 

 
Spanish Trip to 
Salamanca 2016 
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Tía Tula  
Spanish School 

Tía Tula is a modern 
Spanish School that 
offers an effective 
method of learning 
Spanish.  

The school was a fun 
experience to find out 
more about Spanish 
language.  

Personally, I loved it. It 
was great fun to improve 
my Spanish. We had 4 
days of fun lessons. The 
teachers were caring 
and welcoming. 

Daily Excursions 
There were many different types 
of excursions we visited Toledo, 
Madrid, La Alberca, cathedrals, 
beautiful buildings, parks and art 
museums like Reina Sofia where 
we saw one of Pablo Picasso’s 
most iconic paintings: El Guernica. 

We hope that this trip 
will be enjoyable for 

students to come and 
believe me Spanish 

language and culture 
are wonderful. 
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  BISJ takes Delivery of the latest A350 Jet 

Today in Jeddah, Mr Parry, head 
teacher of the Secondary Section of 
the British International School of 
Jeddah, received the generous gift 
of a model Kuwait Airlines A350 
passenger jet from Mr Aghiad 
Orabi. Aghiad, an IB1 physics 
student, presented the gift to the 
physics department after attending 
a lesson on the principles of 
aerodynamic lift. 

The model plane will 
take pride of place in 

Mr. Ferry’s classroom! 

His physics teacher, Mr Ferry, had attempted 
to explain the principles of ensuring an 
aeroplane stays in the air, but unfortunately, 
“he is the world’s worst drawer” said Aghiad.  
 
In a desperate attempt to help Mr Ferry 
improve his explanations, Aghiad asked his 
father, the chief engineer at Kuwait Airlines 
here in Jeddah, for help. ‘My dad managed to 
get me a scale model to donate to the school. 
It’s a very special model and only 3 exist in the 
whole world. I hope it helps Mr Ferry improve 
his lesson on aerodynamic lift.” 
 

BERLIN MODEL UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE XXV 

Model United Nations is a 
simulation activity where students 
represent an assigned country on 
committees like those found at 
the United Nations in New York. 
Students are delegates and each 
delegation has an Ambassador. 
 
From the 16th to 19th of 
November, twelve students and 
three teachers travelled to Berlin, 
Germany to be part of the 
BERMUN XXV conference which is 
held at the John F. Kennedy 
School, each year. Twenty five 
schools were invited and up to 750 
students attended.  
 
This year, Saif Khashoggi was 
successful in his Student Officer 
application and was selected to be 
Assistant Chair of the 
Environment Committee. This was 
a great honour for Saif and for 
BISJ. This is only the second year 
we have been invited to this 
conference, and we have had 
student officers selected each 
year. Saif was presented with a 
gavel (meeting hammer) with his 
name on it in recognition of his 
achievement. 

Students are given a range of issues 
to research prior to the 
conference. They each write a 
Resolution and take it to the 
conference. Eventually some of the 
resolutions are chosen to be 
debated. All the students had a 
successful experience. In the 
Botswana delegation we had 
Djihad Kramer (Ambassador), 
Omar Bitar, Rakan Mufti, Saeed 
Jan, Mustafa Shazaib, Simrah 
Siddiqui. The Mali Delegation 
consisted of Maudy Chahine 
(Ambassador), Lara Radojcic, 
Lamar Zafer, Shanzay Waseem and 
Nouran Hassan.  

We attend conferences in 
November (Berlin), January (The 
Hague, Qatar and  Kaust) and May 
(Qatar Yr 7-9 only). We also run 
our own conference at BISJ in 
early March. Students who want 
to join the MN club can sign-up 
for Term 2, opening will be soon. 
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These results meant that the team came 
2nd place in the overall standings which 
is the best result that BISJ has achieved 
at any BSME Large School Games.  

The BISJ BSME U15 Team participated 
in the U15 BSME Large School Games 
from Wednesday 2nd November to 
Saturday 5th November in Bahrain. 12 
boys and 12 girls participated in girls’ 
and boys’ football, boys’ volleyball, 
girls’ netball and girls’/boys’ athletics. 
 
The team performed exceptionally 
well and the results were as follows: 
Boys Football – 4th 
Girls Football – 6th 
Boys Volleyball – 1st 
Girls Netball – 3rd 
Boys and Girls Athletics – 2nd 

BSME U15 Games 
Bahrain 2016-17 

Thank you to Jackson Pearce, 
Jayne Abraham and Kosta 
Tsiligkeridis for their hard work 
coaching and preparing the team.  
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to follow in his grandfather's 
footsteps and play professional 
football. However, this mode is 
not available on PS3 or XBOX 360.  

Aside from the journey, there has 
also been a set piece re-write, so that 
the player can now control his or her 
run up. If you are wondering why the 
graphics are a bit different from the 
other FIFA games, it's because a new 
engine, Frostbite, powers FIFA 17. 
 

Overall, it’s a great game but 
currently on the expensive side. 
Rating: 9.5/10 
Value for Money: 8.5/10 

Release date: 27/9/16 
A big addition to fifa this year is 
the journey in which the player 
enters the life of Alex Hunter, a  
17 year old from London who  

Kyrgyzstan is located in the northern part of 
Asia, on the left side of China and, below 
Kazakhstan. Russian and Kyrgyz are the 
languages which the people speak there, there 
are lots of mountains in fact, the Tian Shan 
mountains covers up 80% of the whole country.  

There is also a beautiful lake named Issyk-Kul 
which never freezes in winter. Bishkek is the 
capital city of Kyrgyzstan. The national food in is 
Samsy, considered fast food, it is a puff pastry 
filled with either meat and onion or potatoes.  

The traditional dress for women is a big 
and puffy dress with a tall hat and a long 
belt. On the top of the hat there are white 
feathers and on the belt it has curvy 
designs.  

The traditional 
animal is a Snow 
leopard which 
lives on the top of 
the snowy 
mountains. 

We visited the NYU School of 
Psychology amongst other schools 
around the city. We then traveled 
to Boston where we were lucky 
enough to be given an alumni-
guided tour of Harvard, its dorms 
and various departments on 
campus. We also had the 
opportunity to visit Northeastern 
University, where we thoroughly 
enjoyed a tour of the grounds and 
all its facilities.  In addition to this, 
we visited many touristic 
attractions such as the Rockefeller 
center, the Statue of Liberty, 
Ground Zero and various 
museums and needless to say we 
had enough time to do some 
shopping! 
 

This September, a group of IB2 
students embarked on the 
inaugural U.S. University trip. 
On this trip, students had the 
opportunity to visit a selection 
of a wide range of universities 
on the east coast. In New York, 
The first university that we 
visited was Columbia 
University, one of the top 
universities in the states and an 
Ivy League school. We had the 
opportunity to take a tour of 
the large campus and visited 
many monumental statues that 
hallmark Columbia. The next 
university that we visited was 
NYU, which is spread out all 
over the city. 
 

The UGS New 
York and Boston 
University Trip 
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SFAAD is a student initiative that looks to 
provide positive and charitable help for a 
variety of projects.  The students were very 
busy on International Day, with the help of 
many parent volunteers.  Students, parents 
and staff were very generous in bringing in 
food. There were 3 parent groups, one 
Lebanese, one Egyptian and one Pakistani.  
 
Corporate sponsors were Asia Box, Sheraton 
hotel, Al Wazzan, Toasted and Paninos. 
Pakistani and Indian staff members brought in 
donations of delicious food from their home 
countries. These were greatly appreciated.  

Keeping in mind that the theme for 
the day was International 
Mindedness, the funds raised will 
be donated to the Hope Centre here 
in Jeddah. This school is a special 
needs school supporting mainly 
children with autism. Of the 115 
students enrolled there last year 
only 15 could afford the full cost of 
the school.  Most lessons are one on 
one to cope with students’ needs. 
Autism is a condition that affects 
children and people across the 
world and has a very wide 
spectrum. Hence it is considered a 
worthy cause and one that brings to 
mind words like ‘acceptance’, 
‘tolerance’ and ‘individual’.  

SFAAD (Students for 
an Active Difference) 
 

The entire event was 
organised by Eyad Abdul 
Wahab as it is his CAS project.  
SFAAD looks forward to many 
more successful days like 
this, and volunteers are 
always welcome.  Make a 
difference, and learn to live!  

On the 18th of October, the TOK 
seminar day was filled with 
workshops designed to help IB2 
students to write better TOK 
essays so that they can hopefully 
get the extra points to get into 
their desired university. 
 
The essay is all about critical 
thinking, showing how students 
answer the question: How do we 
know what we know? We take 
lessons of the timetable for a day; 
because we want the students to 
be trained up to understand the 
importance of the subject and not 
just to get the bonus points in IB.  

The teachers that were involved 
were Mr. Goold, who is the head 
of TOK, Mrs. Elansari, Mr. 
Williams, Mrs. Rangi, who lead 
workshops, and Mr. Murray 
who was the photographer. 

For the first hour, we had Mr. Roberts talk 
about his experience studying philosophy, 
and how it had helped him. After that, we had 
different workshops that were designed to 
help the students write better essays.  
 
In the afternoon, we all worked together to 
look at TOK essay titles and discuss them. We 
then shared what all the teachers in upper 
school had said about these TOK titles, and 
we discussed how the teachers could help the 
students write their essays. 
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Send to the editorial team a brief description (50 to 100 words) 
and photo(s) of any Secondary Section news, articles, events, 
poetry, book reviews, ads, etc. that you would like to share. 

Thank you. 
 

Simon Cullen, cullens@conti.sch.sa 
Esme Cullen, cullenl@conti.sch.sa 


